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Related Legislation:
1.
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 2002, as amended

2.
OJJDP Policy Guidance for Non-secure Custody of Juveniles in Adult Jails and Lockups (53 Federal Register 44366, November 2, 1988)

3.
Juvenile Act (42 PA. C.S. 6301 et seq.)

4.
Act 9 of 1991

Statement of Purpose:
All persons taken into custody by this department shall be treated in a manner which provides for: the safety of all concerned; a respect for human dignity; the preservation of the legal rights and property of the individual; accurate documentation; and administrative efficiency.  Juveniles, those persons under the age of 18, require unique considerations pursuant to state law and federal regulations.

Procedures:
Status Offenders/Non Offenders:

1.
Status offenders are defined as juveniles, who have been charged with or adjudicated for, conduct which would not, under the law, be an offense if committed by an adult.  Examples include: runaways; truants; dependent/neglected juveniles; underage alcohol offenses; or abused juveniles.

2.
Status offenders may not be placed in secure custody; handcuffed to a stationary object or cuffing rail; placed in a holding cell or placed in a locked room under any circumstances.

3.
Status offenders shall be placed in a non-secure area such as the lobby, an office, interview room or general purpose room until release arrangements can be made and the juvenile leaves the facility.

4.
The officer shall immediately notify the parent, guardian or other custodian of the apprehension of the child and his/her whereabouts.

5.
The child must be under continuous visual supervision by a law enforcement officer or other facility staff during the period of non-secure custody.

Accused Delinquents: (Criminal Type Offender)

1.
Accused delinquents are juveniles who have been charged with or adjudicated for conduct that would be a crime if committed by an adult.

2.
It is the practice of this department to detain accused delinquents non-securely while in custody.  Exceptions include violent or combative juveniles who cannot be subdued and pose a threat to the officer or themselves.  Those exceptions must be documented.

Secure Custody:

1.
Secure custody is defined as an accused delinquent being cuffed to a stationary object or cuffing rail, being placed in a holding cell, or being placed in a locked room.

2.
Should a juvenile be placed in secure holding, a Juvenile Summary Information Log Form will be submitted to PCCD for that month.

3.
The secure holding shall only be for the purpose of identification, investigation, processing, releasing or transferring the child to the parent, guardian, juvenile court or county children and youth official, or to shelter care.

4.
The secure holding shall be limited to the minimum time necessary to complete the above listed procedures, but in no case may such holding exceed six hours.
5.
If so held, a child must be separated by sight and sound from incarcerated adult offenders and must be under the continuous visual supervision of law enforcement officials or facility staff.

6.
If it appears that a securely held juvenile will not be released within the six-hour limit, assistance should be requested by calling the Department of Human Services ChildLine at (800) 932-0313.

