"OUQIS-IWILID

o Surssaoord Aq pasned sLqap 10

MIP IOYI0 JO dWLID Y} Aq pasned pinyy
A11poq 10 poo[q JO [BAOWAL A} SOPN[OUL
dnued[d ouads-dwL) ‘papieme oq Aew
uonesuddwod ‘ooeds 3urar] [euosiad

© JO QUQDS QWILIO Ay} Surued[d JO

$1500 a1} J0J pred juewre[d,WNOIA Y} I

dnues|) auadsg-awii)

"SI UTe}dD
urgm ‘sasuadxa asoy 10j

paresuadwiod 9q AW ‘WIIJIA PISBIIIP ©
10J [[1q [exduny Ay Aed 01 Aijiqisuodsas
sowmnsse 10 sAed oym uosiad ayJ,

sasuadx3 jesdun4

"9Je00[2I
0} Padul 5, WHILA Ay AJLIOA JSNWL
19p1A0Id 9J1AISS UBWINY JO JUIWIIIOFUD
Mme[ ‘1op1aoid [edIpowl y YI[eaY

pue Aja5es 1oy Jo uonodjoid derp
-dwIwil Y} J0J paIInbai SI 31 udyMm p[oy
-9SNOY J19Y} Ul SUIPISAI S[ENPIAIPUL PUB
WIOIA U} JOJ PAIDA0D 9q Aewd sasuadxd
uonedo[al juduewrdd 10 Arerodway,

sasuadxg uoljeso|ay

‘SYUIT] UTELISO UMM ‘paresuadwod

9q Aew dys/ay ‘pney q%’nonp uoye)

JO UQJ0IS Ud9Q Sty YSed pue ‘Quiodul

JO 90IN0S UTBW S WINIIA oY) ST 11oddns
[esnods/p[Iyo PaIdPIO-11nod 10 AJI[IqesIp
‘quawaindr/uoisuad AImodag [e100S J1

ysey jyouag usjols

"WNOIA 9PIOTWOY € Jo syuapuadap
[eIOURULJ J0J dpBW 9q ABW SjUSWAR

Joddng Jo sso

SOWILIO QPIJIWOY 0} Paje[al
BLIDJLIO J1J103ds 399w oym suosiad-
SIOIAIDS Judwdde[dar 10 dIBD I[BdY

owoy sapraoad oym JoquIdw AJrwe] e-

:s3uruIed JO SSO[ Joj 9[qI3Io
9q OS[e AeW S[ENPIAIPUL SUIMO[[O] YL,

‘uonesuadwod 10J 9[qI3Id

9q Aew QWILID B 0} PAe[L AI[IqesIp

[euoriowd 1o [ed1sAyd € 01 anp yiom
0} 9[qeun SI OYM JUBWIR[O/WIIIA Y/

sbuiuie jo sso

QIBJ[OM SWIIOIA
10211p 3y} 10J dqisuodsar uosiad -
WI)OIA IPIDIWOY SIDAOISIP Oym uosidd -
QWILID JUJ[OIA B SISSAUIIM Oym u0sIdd -
WIIOTA JOIIP Y} 03 pade3ud uosiad -
WIIOTA JOIP Y} Ym Surpisar uosiad -
WIOTA 1P Y} JO SAANR[AI J1J10ads -
WIOTA 111D Y} -
:opnour SurEsUNod
10J 9[QISI[d S[ENPIAIPU] JUSPIOUL
QWILID AY) 0} PRI sAsuddxa Furjasunod
J10J PasINquIIAI 9q ABW QWILID JO SWIIJIA

Buijesuno)

susiA Aoeureyd
Jo ‘syuowurodde 3urjosunod
pue [ed1paw 03 $)s09 uoneyrodsuel) -
sarpddnsyuowdimba [eorpaw -
QIBIP[IYD -
SIITAIIS JudWde[daI -
218D U)Iedy dwoy -
douR[NqUIE -
SUOIBJIpPoW -
Adeayy [eorsAyd -
:sopn[oul SIy
‘Amlur oy 03
Paje[a1 SAsuadXo I9YI0 pue [BIUAP ‘[BIIPIN

sasuadxg |esipa\

:9pNn|ou| s)ijauag a|gejieAy

"SAOUBSUNIIID UIBMAD UL )00°SES
PAVOXI Aetll preme AU, SHYoUd(
dy1ads uo sy Yim pred aq

Aew (0SS JO pIeme wnwiIxew y

"ME[ Ul pUNnoj jou SJUWNUS IO SIY3LI
[euonIppe 281D 1 S0P JIOU ‘ME[ A}
uo Ajuoyine [eurj dyj J0u SI aInyd0Iq
SIY], "SWNOIA JO SIYSLI AU} pue
‘QIqe[IeA® S1JOUq Y} UO UONJBULIOJUL
sop1aoad aInyooiq SIy [, ‘way}
uodn sasodwr dwLId UIPINg [BIOUBULY
o) 9SBd SAI[IWE] JIdY) PUB SWIIOIA
Surdjoy 03 paprwuwod st weigord

QouB]ISISSY uonesuddwo)) SWnoIA YL,

The victim/claimant
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What other services
are available?

may be eligible if....

The crime occurred in Pennsylvania OR
to a Pennsylvania resident who was
injured or killed in a foreign country or
by an act of international terrorism.

The crime was reported to the proper
authorities or a Protection from Abuse
Order was filed within 72 hours unless
good cause is shown, or the victim is a
minor and meets specific criteria.

The victim has cooperated with law
enforcement, the courts, and the
Victims Compensation Assistance
Program.

The claim is filed within two years after
the crime. There are exceptions when
the victim is a child.

The minimum loss requirement of $100
of any combination of eligible benefits
is met. If the victim is age 60 or over,
no minimum loss is required.

The victim/claimant may be ineligible
if the victim was engaged in illegal
activity that caused the crime.

The Direct Victim Services Unit is
available to support local advocates
with onsite compensation assistance in
incidents of mass violence including:
crisis intervention, emotional support,
assistance in completing a
compensation form, and providing
referrals. For help with answering
questions concerning eligibility or
additional services provided by the
Unit, contact the Victims Compensation
Assistance Program.

To request a claim form:

Victims Compensation
Assistance Program
Office of Victims’ Services
Pennsylvania Commission
on Crime and Delinquency
P.O. Box 1167
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17108-1167

Toll Free (800) 233-2339
or

(717) 783-5153

Fax (717) 787-4306

www.pacrimevictims.state.pa.us
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Basic Bill of Rights for Victims

Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency 3101 N. Front Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110

For further information on additional victims’ rights, please contact either the district attorney in your
jurisdiction or the PCCD'’s Victims’ Services Program at 1-800-692-7292.

Victims of crime have the following rights:

To receive basic information conceming the
services available for victims of crime.

To be notified of certain significant actions and
proceedings within the criminal and juvenile
justice systems pertaining to their case. This

includes all of the following:

- Access to information regarding whether the
juvenile was detained or released following arrest
and whether a petition alleging delinquency has
been filed.

- Immediate notification of a juvenile’s
preadjudication escape from a detention center or
shelter facility and of the juvenile’s subsequent
apprehension.

- Access to information regarding the grant or
denial of bail to an adult.

- Immediate notification of an adult offender’s
pretrial escape from a local correctional facility
and of the offender’s subsequent apprehension.

To be accompanied at all criminal and all juvenile
proceedings by a family member, a victim
advocate or other person providing assistance or

support.

In cases involving a personal injury crime or
burglary, to submit prior comment to the
prosecutor’s office or juvenile probation office, as
appropriate to the circumstances of the case, on
the potential reduction or dropping of any charge
or changing of a plea in a criminal or delinquency
proceeding or diversion of any case, including an

informal adjustment or consent decree.

To have the opportunity to offer prior comment on
the sentencing of a defendant or the disposition of
a delinquent child, to include the submission of a
written and oral victim impact statement detailing
the physical, psychological and economic effects
of the crime on the victim and the victim’s family.
The written statement shall be included in any
predisposition or presentence report submitted to
the court. Victim impact statements shall be
considered by a court when determining the
disposition of a juvenile or sentence of an adult.

To have notice and to provide prior comment on
a judicial recommendation that the defendant
participate in a motivational boot camp.

Upon request of the victim of a personal injury
crime, to have the opportunity to submit written
comment or present oral testimony at a disposition
review hearing, which comment or testimony shall
be considered by the court when reviewing the
disposition of the juvenile.

To be restored, to the extent possible, to the
precrime economic status through the provision of
restitution, compensation and the expeditious retum
of property which is seized as evidence in the case
when in the judgement of the prosecutor the
evidence is no longer needed for prosecution of the
case.

In personal injury crimes where the adult is
sentenced to a State correctional facility, to be:

- Given the opportunity to provide prior comment
on and to receive State postsentencing release
decisions, including work release, furlough, parole,
pardon or community treatment center placement.

- Given the opportunity to receive notice of and to
provide prior comment on a recommendation sought
by the Department of Corrections that the offender
participate in a motivational boot camp.

- Provided immediate notice of an escape of the
adult and of subsequent apprehension.

Upon the request of the victim of a personal injury
crime, to be notified of the termination of the courts’
jurisdiction.

To have assistance in the preparation of, submission
of and follow-up on crime victim compensation
claims to the Office of Victims’ Services.

In personal injury crimes where the adult is
sentenced to a local correctional facility to:

- Receive notice of the date of the release of the
adult, including work release, furlough, parole,
release from boot camp or community treatment
center placement; and

- Be provided with immediate notice of an escape
of the adult and of subsequent apprehension.

If, upon the request of the victim of a personal injury
crime committed by a juvenile, the juvenile is ordered
to residential placement, a shelter facility or a
detention center, to:

- Receive prior notice of the date of the release of
the juvenile, including temporary leave or home
pass.

- Be provided with immediate notice of an
escape of the juvenile, including failure to retum from
temporary leave or home pass; and immediate
notice of reapprehension of the juvenile.

- Be provided with notice of transfer of a juvenile
who has been adjudicated delinquent from a
placement facility that is contrary to a previous court
order or placement plan approved at a disposition
review hearing and to have the opportunity to
express a written objection prior to the release or
transfer of the juvenile.

To receive immediate notice of the release of an
adult on bail, if the adult is subject to a protection
from abuse order and is committed to a local
correctional facility for a violation of the order, or for a
personal injury crime against a victim protected by
the order.

To receive notice if an adult is committed to a mental
health facility from a State correctional institution and
notice of the discharge, transfer or escape of the
adult from the mental health facility.

To be notified of the details of the final disposition of
the case of a juvenile.

Additional Statutory Rights

To be present at executions providing the victim
has registered with and been selected by the
Victim Advocate, Office of the Victim Advocate.

To be present at trials, including murder trials, and
the right not to be excluded from the trial if the victim
will be providing input at sentencing.

Questions regarding Victims Compensation?

What expenses are not covered?

The fund will not reimburse victims for:
-Pain and suffering

-Stolen or damaged property except loss of
medical devices as a result of the crime.

How will the claim be considered?

After all of the information contained in the
application is verified the victim/claimant will be
notified if he/she is eligible for compensation. The
time that it takes to arrive at this decision varies
considerably, depending upon the complexity of
the claim. The victim/claimant will be mailed a
copy of the decision. If the claim is denied, the
reason will be explained to the victim/claimant,
along with the appeal procedure.

What if the expenses can be paid by another source?
The Crime Victims Compensation Fund is regarded
as ‘the payer of last resort.” Other sources must be
utilized before payment can be considered.

What is meant by other source?

Payment will be reduced by the amount of any
other source. They include but are not limited to:
health or life insurance, awards from civil lawsuits
or insurance, Medical Assistance, Medicare,
disability insurance, Workers’ Compensation, or
Social Security.

Must there be an arrest or conviction of the
assailant before compensation will be paid?

No. It is not necessary for the alleged offender to
be prosecuted for a claim to be filed. However, the
victim/claimant must cooperate with law
enforcement authorities in the investigation and
prosecution of the offender if one is known.

Victims
Compensation

1-800-233-2339

What is an emergency award?

In special circumstances an emergency award of
up to $1,500 may be considered.

Are Motor Vehicle/Watercraft Crimes eligible for
compensation?

Yes. These are limited to DUI, Aggravated Assault
while DUI, Homicide by Vehicle while DUI, Hit and
Run, and Homicide by Vehicle and acts that would
constitute a crime under the Crimes Code, such as
reckless endangerment.

How is the program funded?

Passed by the Pennsylvania Legislature in 1976,
the Pennsylvania Crime Victims Act created a fund
and established eligibility guidelines for providing
certain benefits to crime victims. This fund
consists of fines and penalties assessed against
persons convicted of crimes. No general tax
revenues of the state are used, therefore, persons
convicted of crime support a program to benefit
their victims.
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