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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _Governor’s_Victim_Service][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim][bookmark: _Submit_Your_Nominations][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_-_1][bookmark: _2014_Fall_Office][bookmark: _Still_Time_To][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_5][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _ETO_IMPACT_UPDATE:]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings 

The following trainings will be held on January 22, 2015. 
1. Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
1. Stolen Benefit Cash Expense Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on January 29, 2015. 
· Transportation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on February 3, 2015. 
· Relocation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Motor Vehicle-Related Crime Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on February 19, 2015. 
· Basic Compensation Training – 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on March 5, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 27, 2015. 
· DAVE training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
Return to top
[bookmark: _2015_PDAI_Victim]2015 PDAI Victim Services Training  SAVE THE DATE

WebEx Training
Assisting Victims in Delivering a Victim Impact Statement
Thursday, February19, 2015 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
There is no registration fee for this training.
Please click here to register.
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  2

One-Day Trainings
Prison Life: The View From Inside
Tuesday, April 28, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Giant Community Center, Harrisburg,  PA
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  7

Cyber Safety Sense (Identity Theft)
Thursday June 18, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Omni William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh,  PA
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  7
This training will be open to prosecutors and law enforcement.

Advocating During  Difficult Cases
Friday, August 14, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The Atherton Hotel, State College,  PA 
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  7
 
Death Notification
Thursday, August 20, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Doubletree by Hilton, Philadelphia,  PA 
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  7
This training will be open to prosecutors and law enforcement. 

Advocating for Victims with Traumatic Brain Injury
Friday, August 14,  2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Giant Community Center, Harrisburg,  PA 
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  7

The single day registration fee for these trainings is $25. Unless otherwise noted in the training announcement, food and beverage will not be provided. You can register for these trainings and find out additional information on the PDAA website. When registration opens it will be announced in this newsletter.
Three-Day Training
Foundational Academy
(18-hour Classroom Component)
May 19-21, 2015 and  October 28–30, 2015
The Atherton Hotel, State College,  PA 
The Foundational Academy also includes a 14-hour online, independent study component.  You can begin this part of the training anytime.  Instructions are available on the PDAA website. There is no registration fee for this training.  Food and beverages are provided.  Registration for the May Foundational Academy will open on January 27, 2015.
Immediate Response Skills
November 4-6, 2015
The Atherton Hotel, State College, PA 
This training is for victim advocates with at least two years experience. Registration fee is $100. Food and beverage will be provided. 
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[bookmark: _New_Mobile_Apps]New Mobile Apps from Appriss
The Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association is pleased to announce two new apps created by APPRISS including Vinemobile and MobilePatrol.  
Vinemobile makes it much easier to track and be notified of the status of offenders in county correctional institutions and the PA State Prison System.  This mobile app is available through the Apple App Store and Google Play and can be downloaded on Android and iPhone devices.  Vinemobile is completely free and anonymous for users, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  While the app is similar to Vinelink, it is an “app friendly” format.  With the app, victims, prosecutors, law enforcement, and concerned citizens can obtain up-to date offender status and search for offenders by first and last names or by age/gender.  Through the app, individuals can register to receive notifications whenever there is a change in an offender’s status through phone, email, or text.  The app also provides access to PA’s victim services as well as other emergency numbers with a single tap.  
Your help is needed in broadcasting this information to victims as well as others that the Vinemobile app is free and available, making offender searches and registration even easier for them! Please add the following link to your website and other publications: https://www.vinelink.com/vinelink/initMap.do   Codes for the VINEMobile Graphic Link are:  http://www.appriss.com/VINEmobile and http://www.appriss.com/images/VINEmobile.png
The MobilePatrol app was created by Appriss to increase community safety.  MobilePatrol can be used by any concerned citizen to connect to important safety information, news, and critical alerts such as descriptions of an actor sought in a recent crime, weather alerts, or missing children alerts for any location of interest.  In addition, the app can be used to report tips on suspected crimes and offenders.  Appriss partners with law enforcement agencies nationwide to provide timely access to information to keep individuals and their loved ones safe. This mobile app is also available through the Apple App Store and Google Play and can be downloaded on Android and iPhone devices.  Butler County Sheriff’s Department began using MobilePatrol on October 30, 2013.  As a result, the department saw an increase in the number of tips leading to arrests.  Vinemobile is free to users and does not cost the county any money.  To download the MobilePatrol app go to http://www.appriss.com/MP_Download/default.  If your county is not currently using the MobilePatrol,  please contact Kathleen Krill, Client Relationship Manager, Appriss Inc. at 866-277-7477 ext. 5571 or kkrill@appriss.com.  Also please consider, publicizing the MobilePatrol on your website or other publications.
If you need additional information on these apps, please contact Donna Hull, Victim Services Training/ SAVIN Consultant at donna@dhullconsulting.com or 484-947-4837.  
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[bookmark: _OVS_Releases_2015]OVS Releases 2015 Monitoring Schedule
A copy of the OVS 2015 Monitoring Schedule is now available and has been placed on the PCCD website.  You can access the schedule by clicking here or by visiting the PCCD’s website at www.pccd.pa.gov and clicking on the Victim Service Tab at the top and selecting the Victim Services Rights, Services, Technology and Training option and under “What You Need, ” to find the “2015 Monitoring Schedule.” 
For those VOCA funded programs that are governed by PCADV and/or PCAR standards and DO NOT receive RASA/VOJO funding or serve “Other” crime victims, desk reviews have also been scheduled and are shown on this list shaded in blue.  
How do I know the exact date I will be monitored?  A PCCD staff member will be contacting you in January or February and together you can decide upon a date that is best for everyone.
What if I am not on the 2015 Monitoring Schedule and require technical assistance?  Technical assistance is available from PCCD staff.  Please contact Daisy Pagan, Victims’ Services Program Supervisor by calling (717) 265-8516 or by email at dpagan@pa.gov. 
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[bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_–]Compensation Corner – Loss of Earnings If Self Employed
Who? 
· An employed victim who loses income from work as a result of the mental or physical injuries sustained in a crime; 
· A victim who takes time off of work to attend or participate in criminal justice, court, or protection from abuse proceedings, and in efforts that aid the investigation ; 
· A victim who signed a contract for employment prior to the crime and is unable to start work due to his/her crime injuries. 
What? 
· Up to $15,000 for an employed victim who loses income as a result of the mental or physical injuries sustained in a crime. This $15,000 falls under the $35,000 cap. 
· Up to 10 days loss of earnings are allowable due to court appearances, filing a police report, PFA or a private criminal complaint, etc., and may incorporate both partial and full days lost. Exceptions may be considered. 

The maximum weekly award for loss of earnings may not exceed the weekly wage. This amount is determined annually by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry. The official Labor and Industry average weekly wage determined at the time of the crime will be used to determine loss of earnings.  The current maximum weekly wage is $749.88.
How? 
If the claimant is self-employed, the following is required: 
· Copy of the victim/claimant’s most recently signed and filed tax return including Schedule C, E, F, or IRS 1099 Form, whichever is applicable. If unavailable, copies of all 1099s issued for the crime year and year immediately preceding the crime year. 
· If the victim/claimant was self-employed for less than a year at the time of the crime, and tax records are not available or do not accurately reflect income, wage earnings for the period immediately preceding the start of the business may be used as a basis for the loss. 
· If the business continues to operate during the period of disability, VCAP may consider the amount paid to others hired to perform services that were normally performed by the victim/claimant. Documentation needed would include the pay records for the entire period that the replacement worker(s) was hired for. 
· If due to the crime injury, the claimant is unable to fulfill a contract which was negotiated and signed prior to the crime, the VCAP may consider the lost net income. Copies of full signed contract is required. 

Certification from a medical doctor, psychiatrist, psychologist (or dentist as appropriate) certifying the time the victim was unable to work due to the injury. If a certification letter is not available, provide the full name, complete address and telephone number of a medical doctor, psychiatrist, or psychologist or dentist (as appropriate) and VCAP will send out a verification form to them. EXCEPTION: Up to two weeks may be paid without a physician verification in personal injury cases for physical or mental injury. 
Return to top
[bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop]Here’s The Scoop
Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
As your announcements will have to be configured to fit the format of the OVS Newsletter, we would like the who, what, when, where and why to come to us looking something like this:
The Smith County Crime Victim Center is having a 25th Anniversary Dinner and Celebration on Saturday, March 31, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Smith County Hotel and Convention Center.  Our guest speaker will be world-renowned playwright William Shakespeare.  The cost for the event is $25.00 per person.  Please contact Mary Jones at 777-555-1001 for more information.
OVS will not be able to publish meeting notices or other such regularly scheduled events.  If you have any questions or wish to take advantage of this free service, please contact Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov.
Below are items that were submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!
2015 Juvenile Justice Conference
April 7-8, 2015
Gettysburg Hotel
One Lincoln Square
Gettysburg, PA 17325
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  9.5
A conference for juvenile judges, prosecutors, juvenile probation officers and allied professionals. This two day course includes free lodging to all attendees at the historic Gettysburg Hotel and is accredited for 1 ethics and 8 substantive CLE credits. The registration deadline is February 20, 2015. 
Payment of the registration fees must be received by PDAI headquarters prior to the conference. 
Click here to register online you can also download the brochure.
SAVE THE DATE!
On Thursday, March 12th, Center for Victims will host its 10th Annual Peace it Together Awards Celebration.   Join them at the Pittsburgh's Priory Hotel Grand Hall from 5:30 pm -8:30 pm as they recognize those who are working to end violence and create peace in their communities.  
Save The Date – 2015 Support Center for Child Advocates Annual Benefit and Auction
Wednesday, April 22, 2015
The Crystal Team Room
The Wanamaker Building
100 Penn Square
Philadelphia, PA  
Presenting the 2015 Judge Lois G. Forer Award for Child Advocacy to:
Kenneth G. Frazier, Chairman and CEO, Merck 
SAVE THE DATE – “Leapin’ Leprechaun 5 K Race & Family Fun Run”
Saturday, March 14, 2015 Domestic Violence of Lebanon County, Inc. will by hosting its Annual “Leapin’ Leprechaun 5K Race & Family Fun Run”. Call Jennifer at 273-7154 for details!
Webinar Opportunity - Offender Reentry: The Value of Victim Involvement
February 18, 2015
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  3
Click here to register.  
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[bookmark: _2015_National_Crime]2015 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week Resource Guide
The 2015 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week Resource Guide - Engaging Communities: Empowering Victims is now available online by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Grant_Opportunity:_]Grant Opportunity:  Legal Assistance for Victims Grant Program	

USDOJ
Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs
Office on Violence Against Women
OVW FY 2015 Legal Assistance for Victims Grant Program
Grant
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=271468
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[bookmark: _2015_National_Stalking]2015 National Stalking Awareness Month
January is National Stalking Awareness Month (NSAM) and the Stalking Resource Center has tons of resources to help you commemorate this observance at http://stalkingawarenessmonth.org/about.  You can also access the President’s NSAM proclamation for 2015 at http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/12/31/presidential-proclamation-national-stalking-awareness-month-2015.
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[bookmark: _Young_Men_of]Young Men of Color and the Other Side of Harm…
The Vera Institute of Justice published “Young Men of Color and the Other Side of Harm…”.  You can view the document by clicking here.   
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[bookmark: _Addressing_the_Impact]Addressing the Impact of Wrongful Convictions on Crime Victims
The National Institute of Justice Journal features an article that examines what happens when a wrongfully convicted individual is exonerated.  “The original crime victim may experience feelings of guilt, fear, helplessness, devastation and depression.  For some victims, the impact of the wrongful conviction may be comparable to — or even worse than — that of their original victimization, according to an NIJ-funded study.  There is also a lack of services available to support crime victims who have been notified of a potential wrongful conviction.” This study, the first empirical research on the topic, examined 11 case studies involving nonfederal violent crimes from six states where an individual was wrongfully convicted. You can read the article at http://nij.gov/journals/274/pages/victim-impact-wrongful-convictions.aspx.
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[bookmark: _Webinar_Opportunity][bookmark: _Webinar_Opportunity_–]Webinar Opportunity – Interstate Compact Notification Service
Interstate Compact is hosting a one hour webinar on February 2 at 1 pm for those interested in learning more about implementing the new interstate compact notification service in their state (when convicted offenders request to be supervised in another state, victims’ have the right to be notified). Desired attendees are those most likely to be part of planning and launching the service in their state, such as VINE program managers, advocates within corrections, interstate compact offices, and/or supervising agents.  For more information and to register, please visit https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/registrations/new?cid=9gnoitmd3ge0.
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The U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CTFC) has launched a new online resource to help investors identify and protect themselves against financial fraud. Between 2010 and 2013, the CFTC took action on fraudulent schemes that affected nearly 30,000 investors, with losses totaling more than $1 billion. To help arm every day consumers with the tools to reduce the risk of falling victim to fraud, the CFTC has launched SmartCheck.  The SmartCheck Web site provides educational tools to reduce financial and investment fraud. In addition to background check tools, the newly launched Web site contains a variety of resources, including interactive videos that allow users to take part in a fictional financial scenario to help investors identify potential fraudulent schemes and make the best financial decision.
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[bookmark: _Innovative_Practices_for]Innovative Practices for Victim Services: Report from the Field
The Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) is pleased to announce the release of a new online resource, Innovative Practices for Victim Services: Report from the Field.  This e-bulletin provides brief descriptions of the innovative practices currently used by VOCA victim assistance and compensation programs throughout the country. VOCA funding supports many innovative programs and protocols to serve victims more effectively. This e-bulletin encourages dialogue within the field to implement best practices and promotes replication of such innovative programs in states around the country. Access the e-bulletin online.
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You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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