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· 2016 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week Community Awareness Projects
· No Cost Extension Reminder For Stop Violence Against Women Grantees
· Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings
· Criminal Justice System Planner Civil Service Test Now Open!
· PCCD Approved Trainings
· PDAI Victim Services Training News
· Crime Victims Alliance of PA
· Domestic Violence: How Abusers Use Power to Control Victims
· The Federal Government Wants to Know What You Think of Draft APS Guidelines

Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _No_Cost_Extension][bookmark: _2016_National_Crime]2016 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week Community Awareness Projects
Funding Opportunity

The National Association of VOCA Assistance Administrators (NAVAA), in cooperation with the Office for Victims of Crime, is seeking proposals for innovative and collaborative approaches to promoting community‐wide public awareness of the rights and available services for victims of all types of crimes during National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW), April 10 – 16, 2016.

At least 60 communities will be awarded up to $5,000 each in reimbursement for approved NCVRW public awareness activities through the NCVRW Community Awareness Project. Public agencies, nonprofit organizations, community‐based victim service organizations, faith‐based organizations, tribal organizations, and community coalitions committed to advocating for the rights and services of crime victims are among those encouraged to apply.

Over the past 10 years, the NCVRW Community Awareness Project has supported more than 810 community projects to raise general public awareness about victims’ rights and services. Within many of these communities, “traditional” NCVRW events were enhanced by the collaborative partnerships that were formed during the planning phase of each project. Generally, the types of activities supported with NCVRW CAP funds fall into one or more of the following categories:
·  a public event at which individual members of the general public physically attend in-person (e.g., candlelight vigils, information or resource fairs, 5k walk/runs, recognition ceremonies, memorial services);
·  mass media advertising (e.g., newspaper, radio, or television ads, billboards, mass transit or movie theatre ads, including social media);
·  the production, publication and distribution of printed materials (e.g., brochures, posters, victims’ rights cards, resource directories); and/or
·  the production and distribution of promotional giveaway items (e.g. bracelets, buttons, t-shirts,
grocery/tote bags) that contain a message related to NCVRW.
Examples of allowable costs include: production and purchase of advertising in print media, radio, television, or outdoor advertising to promote NCVRW events, victims’ rights, and available services; design and printing of promotional materials; support for event speakers; design and printing of posters, invitations, and fliers; and the purchase of supplies and materials used in public awareness events and activities. Salaries, entertainment, and fundraising costs are not eligible for reimbursement. The application deadline is Tuesday, November 17, 2015. A webinar for applicants will be held on Wednesday, November 4, 2015, beginning at 4:00 pm Eastern Time. Advance registration is required by clicking here.
Visit the NAVAA Community Awareness Project Web site by clicking here to learn more about NCVRW
Return to top
[bookmark: _No_Cost_Extension_1]No Cost Extension Reminder For Stop Violence Against Women Grantees
It is not too early to submit a Project Modification Request (PMR) for a no-cost extension for the final year of the STOP Competitive Grant.  OVS strongly encourages all current county STOP subgrantees to review their project objectives and budget for the 2015 award period to determine whether adjustments need to be made to the project or whether additional time is needed to appropriately expend funds.  Please note that the federal Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) encourages recipients of STOP funding to plan and budget for equipment and supplies early in the grant project to ensure that the full benefit of such items is received.  Purchasing equipment and supplies during the final months of a STOP grant may not be undertaken merely for the purpose of using unobligated funds.  For this reason, PMRs received from current STOP grantees to request the purchase of equipment and supplies during the final months of project implementation will be subject to scrutiny and require justification.  All PMR requests for STOP Grants must be submitted and the original, signed document must be received by PCCD no later than November 30, 2015 to ensure PCCD’s consideration of the request.  For fiscal-related questions please contact Ms. Lynn Fidler at lyfidler@pa.gov or by calling (717) 265-8490.  For programmatic questions, please contact Ms. Debbie Rollo at drollo@pa.gov or call (717) 265-8733. 
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[bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_1]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings  
[bookmark: _2015_PDAI_Victim][bookmark: _New_Mobile_Apps][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop][bookmark: _ETO_Mini-WebEx_Trainings]The following training will be held on November 4, 2015
· DAVE Webex training – 1:00pm – 3:30pm.  Click here to register.
The following trainings will be held on November 18, 2015. 
· Loss of Earnings Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm. Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation -1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Click here to register.  
The following training will be held on December 8, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics – 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Click here to register.  
 All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
 
Return to top
[bookmark: _ETO_Mini-WebEx_Trainings_1][bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System_1][bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System_2][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of_1]Criminal Justice System Planner Civil Service Test Now Open! 
Attention Victim Service Professionals:
Are you looking for professional growth and challenges in the field of victim services?
Are you interested in making a difference in the lives of Pennsylvania’s crime victims?
Then join the staff of the Office of Victims’ Services.

If you want to…
· Be on the forefront of funding victim service initiatives
· Have a say in policies that affect crime victims and victim services
· Aid crime victims through direct service and compensation assistance
…then think about becoming a Criminal Justice System Planner! 
Who are we?

The Office of Victims’ Services at the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) is responsible for providing funding, compensation assistance, advocacy, and awareness of victims’ rights on behalf of crime victims. 

PCCD is a state agency offering a comprehensive benefits package, including 11 paid holidays, and a competitive salary.  PCCD, in Harrisburg, is centrally located with easy access to major cities. 
How do you apply?
Civil service applications are available online at www.scsc.state.pa.us for Criminal Justice System Planner 1-Job Code 78400, and Criminal Justice System Planner 2-Job Code 78410.  For more information call Theresa Ford at 717-265-8469 or 800-692-7292. 
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[bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services][bookmark: _PCCD_Approved_Trainings]PCCD Approved Trainings

The following trainings have been approved for PCCD Annual Training Hours.

Webinar: Personal Safety for Children with Developmental Disabilities
This webinar will offer participants the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of risk factors of sexual abuse for individuals with developmental disabilities; accommodations for prevention and intervention; community engagement; and best practices and lessons learned from "Safety Matters", a practice-informed sexual abuse prevention program for children (ages 7-12) with developmental disabilities. When
Thursday October 29, 2015 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM EDT
Click here to register for this online training.
Approved hours: 2

"How to Handle a Child Abuse Case" Volunteer Training
Wednesday, October 28th 8:30 - 4:30pm
CLE Conference Center 
Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn Square East, Suite 1010, Philadelphia, PA 19107
You can register here.
Approved Hours: 7

Financials 101:  An Advocate's Guide To Understanding Financials and Best Practices In Working with Financial Institutions. 
November 17, 2015 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ET
From requesting financial records to reviewing them, our presenters will provide valuable tips in helping advocates investigate suspected financial fraud. The presentation will also include a snapshot of the current regulatory landscape, including safe harbors, affecting how advocates and financial institutions work together in combating financial fraud and exploitation.
Click here to register for this online training.
Approved Hours: 1
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[bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services_1]PDAI Victim Services Training News
Register Now
Immediate Response Skills
November 4-6, 2015  The Atherton Hotel, State College, PA
Registration $100  Breakfast and lunch included. 
This training is for advocates with two years experience.
Scholarships are available.
Register here

Advocating During Difficult Cases  
Thursday, December 10, 2015  9:00 am to 4:30 pm
The Atherton Hotel, State College, PA  Registration fee: $25.00
This training will provide victim advocates with the opportunity to identify common challenges they face in difficult cases as they develop advocacy and resiliency skills to support victims and themselves. You can register for the training here.
If you have questions, please contact Donna Hull, Victim Services Training/ SAVIN Consultant at 484-947-4837 or donna@dhullconsulting.com.
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[bookmark: _Crime_Victims_Alliance]Crime Victims Alliance of PA
Crime Victims Alliance of PA (CVAP) will be holding a membership meeting followed by a 60 minute training on November 9th. Committees will meet 11am-12noon. Lunch is on your own. The General Membership meeting starts at 12:30pm immediately followed by the panel discussion on the Juvenile Justice System in PA.
Meetings/trainings are at the Giant in Camp Hill, PA in the Community Rooms on the second floor.
Please join us for a panel discussion training on November 9th that will focus on current issues/trends in the Juvenile Justice System in Pennsylvania. Participants will learn more about how Juvenile Justice practitioners  are using evidence-based practices like the Youth Level of Service Assessment,  Motivational Interviewing, implementing cognitive behavioral interventions and utilizing individualized supervision plans. We hope to also include discussion of the monograph entitled, “Advancing Balanced and Restorative Justice through Pennsylvania’s Juvenile Justice System Enhancement Strategy” that is expected to be released at the beginning of November. (This monograph seeks to highlight the interrelationship between JJSES and BARJ. JJSES is a means to an end—a means to achieve our BARJ goals).
Please join us to discuss these exciting practices and challenges that Advocates continue to face providing services in PA.
Please contact Cindy Keeney at ckeeney@adamscounty.us or Angela Keen at akeenbadjie@gmail.com for more information.
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[bookmark: _In_Focus:_][bookmark: _International_Association_of][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_1][bookmark: _Domestic_Violence:_How]Domestic Violence: How Abusers Use Power to Control Victims
Click here to read an article where the National Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence details the ways abusers use power to control their victims.
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[bookmark: _The_Federal_Government]The Federal Government Wants to Know What You Think of Draft APS Guidelines
Adult Protective Services (APS) play a critical role in addressing the abuse, neglect, self-neglect, and financial exploitation too often faced by older adults and people with disabilities. The Administration for Community Living  (ACL) is committed to supporting states in developing effective APS systems that ensure adults are afforded similar protections and services, regardless of their state or jurisdiction. As part of these efforts, ACL recently released Draft Voluntary Consensus Guidelines for State APS Systems. These draft guidelines were developed by experts in the field of APS and adult maltreatment based on the best research available on what works in APS and similar systems.
ACL is particularly interested in receiving feedback from the Victim Services community as they so often work hand-in-hand with Adult Protective Services.  A Listening Session has been set up for members of the Victim Services (as well as domestic violence and sexual assault) community on November 12, 2015 at 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm (Eastern).  Click here to register to be on the call:   https://oejaps-ls-dvsavs.eventbrite.com  ACL is interested in learning about your experiences with APS in the field and any suggestions of ways to improve the guidelines.

You can also share your feedback on the draft guidelines by submitting a comment by October 30, 2015 on the ACL website.
Learn more about the guidelines and how you can shape them at http://go.usa.gov/36mfT
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[bookmark: _NO_MORE_PSAs][bookmark: _Domestic_Violence_From]The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, November 10, 2015.  If you would like any training events, fund raisers or notable news published in this newsletter, please submit them to Stacie Brendlinger at sbrendling@pa.gov by Wednesday, November 4, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Stacie Brendlinger at (717) 265-8722 or via email at sbrendling@pa.gov. 
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