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In this Issue... 
· No Cost Extension Reminder For Stop Violence Against Women Grantees
· Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings
· PDAI Victim Services Training News
· Here’s The Scoop
· Free Train the Trainer Opportunity on Trauma-Informed Responses
· DA Zappala Wants to Use GPS to Protect Victims From Their Abusers
· End Unconscionable Raid on Crime Victims Fund
· My Rapist Asked Me to Pray for Him; I Did What it Took to Stay Alive
· This Is Why I Didn’t Tell You He Was Beating Me
Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _No_Cost_Extension][bookmark: _2016_National_Crime][bookmark: _No_Cost_Extension_1]No Cost Extension Reminder For Stop Violence Against Women Grantees
It is not too early to submit a Project Modification Request (PMR) for a no-cost extension for the final year of the STOP Competitive Grant.  OVS strongly encourages all current county STOP subgrantees to review their project objectives and budget for the 2015 award period to determine whether adjustments need to be made to the project or whether additional time is needed to appropriately expend funds.  Please note that the federal Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) encourages recipients of STOP funding to plan and budget for equipment and supplies early in the grant project to ensure that the full benefit of such items is received.  Purchasing equipment and supplies during the final months of a STOP grant may not be undertaken merely for the purpose of using unobligated funds.  For this reason, PMRs received from current STOP grantees to request the purchase of equipment and supplies during the final months of project implementation will be subject to scrutiny and require justification.  All PMR requests for STOP Grants must be submitted and the original, signed document must be received by PCCD no later than November 30, 2015 to ensure PCCD’s consideration of the request.  For fiscal-related questions please contact Ms. Lynn Fidler at lyfidler@pa.gov or by calling (717) 265-8490.  For programmatic questions, please contact Ms. Debbie Rollo at drollo@pa.gov or call (717) 265-8733. 
Return to top
[bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_1]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings  
[bookmark: _2015_PDAI_Victim][bookmark: _New_Mobile_Apps][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop][bookmark: _ETO_Mini-WebEx_Trainings]The following training will be held on December 8, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics – 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Click here to register.  
 All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
 
Return to top
[bookmark: _ETO_Mini-WebEx_Trainings_1][bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System_1][bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System_2][bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services][bookmark: _PCCD_Approved_Trainings][bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services_1]PDAI Victim Services Training News

Advocating During Difficult Cases  
Thursday, December 10, 2015  9:00 am to 4:30 pm
The Atherton Hotel, State College, PA  Registration fee: $25.00
This training will provide victim advocates with the opportunity to identify common challenges they face in difficult cases as they develop advocacy and resiliency skills to support victims and themselves. You can register for the training here.
If you have questions, please contact Donna Hull, Victim Services Training/ SAVIN Consultant at 484-947-4837 or donna@dhullconsulting.com.
Return to top
[bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_3]Here’s The Scoop
Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
Below is an item that was submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!
Please join MADD Victim Services as we honor those that have been killed or injured in drunk or drugged driving crashes or as a result of underage drinking consequences, as well as those who have been emotionally devastated by these violent and preventable crimes.

National Day of Remembrance
Candlelight Vigil
Thursday, December 3, 2015
7:00 to 9:00 PM
Spring Mill Fire House Ballroom
1210 E. Hector Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Return to top
[bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting][bookmark: _Free_Train_the]Free Train the Trainer Opportunity on Trauma-Informed Responses
SAMHSA’s GAINS Center for Behavioral Health and Justice Transformation is soliciting applications from communities interested in developing a capacity to provide trauma-informed training. The GAINS Center is offering a series of Train-The-Trainer (TTT) events to train local trainers to deliver its How Being Trauma-Informed Improves Criminal Justice System Responses training program. The target audiences for this training program are primarily community-based criminal justice system professionals, including law enforcement, community corrections (probation, parole, and pre-trial services), court personnel, as well as human service providers that serve justice-involved populations.
The GAINS Center will offer the Train-The-Trainer (TTT) events free of charge to selected communities between February 2016 and August 2016. Since the purpose of this training initiative is to offer targeted technical assistance and training to prepared communities in the field, there are no fees for registration, tuition, or materials associated with these trainings.
Submit your completed application no later than December 10, 2015.  Download the Solicitation here.
Return to top
[bookmark: _Crime_Victims_Alliance][bookmark: _In_Focus:_][bookmark: _International_Association_of][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_1][bookmark: _Domestic_Violence:_How][bookmark: _The_Federal_Government][bookmark: _Long-term_Health_Outcomes][bookmark: _DA_Zappala_Wants]DA Zappala Wants to Use GPS to Protect Victims From Their Abusers
Allegheny County District Attorney wants to put domestic abusers into virtual jail cells.  Click here to read more.  
Return to top
[bookmark: _End_Unconscionable_Raid]End Unconscionable Raid on Crime Victims Fund
Click here to read an op-ed from Philly.com written by Senator Toomey.
Return to top
[bookmark: _My_Rapist_Asked]My Rapist Asked Me to Pray for Him; I Did What it Took to Stay Alive
Unable to overpower him or escape, compassion became her only defense.  Click here to read an article from Salon.
Return to top
[bookmark: _This_Is_Why]This Is Why I Didn’t Tell You He Was Beating Me
Understanding the mind-set of a victim of domestic violence is almost impossible to do. Unless, like this writer, you’ve been one.  Click here to read more.
Return to top
[bookmark: _NO_MORE_PSAs][bookmark: _Domestic_Violence_From]The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, December 9, 2015.  If you would like any training events, fund raisers or notable news published in this newsletter, please submit them to Stacie Brendlinger at sbrendling@pa.gov by Wednesday, December 2, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Stacie Brendlinger at (717) 265-8722 or via email at sbrendling@pa.gov. 
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