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In this Issue... 
· 2016 Pathways Conference Postponed to 2017
· REMINDER:  Reporting Demographic Data with the 2015-2016 VOCA Annual Reports
· Reminder to all VOJO and RASA Programs - Program Reports Due January 2016
· PDAI Victim Services Training News
· Congratulations to Andrea Hibbs of Fayette County – Juvenile Victim Advocate of the Year!
· Free Webinar on Economic Abuse: What You Need to Know in the Criminal Justice System
· 9 Lessons I've Learned As A Rape Crisis Counselor That Are Applicable To Everyday Life
· A Loving Mother Grieves for Her Son, the Gentle Giant. And a Killer.
· 13 Things to Remember If You Love A Person With Anxiety
· When Memories Hurt: Living with Loss During the Holidays
· How People Who Have PTSD Think Differently

Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2016 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _Message_from_Lynn][bookmark: _Release_of_VOCA][bookmark: _2016_Pathways_Conference_1][bookmark: _2016_Pathways_Conference]2016 Pathways Conference Postponed to 2017 
Philadelphia is very fortunate to have been selected to host the 2016 National Center for Victims of Crime (NCVC) Conference. The NCVC conference, scheduled for September 2016, provides victim advocates with a variety of opportunities to learn promising practices, current research, and effective programs and policies that are victim-centered, practice-based, and research-informed. OVS wants to encourage Pennsylvania victim service programs to take advantage of this outstanding training opportunity.  As a result, OVS will be postponing the 2016 Pathways Conference until 2017. OVS will be offering scholarships for victim advocates to attend the NCVC Conference.  Additional details on the scholarship program will be announced in early 2016.  
SAVE THE DATES: The next Pathways Conference has already been rescheduled for 2017.  The conference will be held at the Hershey Lodge,  May 8, 9, 10, 2017.  
PLEASE NOTE: OVS will still be seeking nominations for the 2016 Pathfinders Awards in January 2016.  
Return to top
[bookmark: _COMPENSATION_CORNER:__1][bookmark: _REMINDER:__Reporting]REMINDER:  Reporting Demographic Data with the 2015-2016 VOCA Annual Reports
In late 2014 the Office of Victims of Crime (OVC) notified all state VOCA administrators it would be changing the reporting/performance measures for federal VOCA funding.  The goal of these changes was to gather information from state VOCA administrators to tell a better story to Congress about how VOCA funds are being used across the United States and its territories to assist and serve victims of crime.  
As a result of OVC’s notification to the states, OVS sent a memo to all VOCA funded programs on May 29, 2015 requiring programs to begin collecting and reporting demographic data effective July 1, 2015.  For your reference a listing of these demographics have been attached to this message. This is a reminder that your agency will be required to report this data in your VOCA 2015-2016 annual reports for the current reporting period (7/1/2015-6/30/2016.)   Please keep in mind that the demographic information is the first of several changes to federal reporting requirements on the VOCA Assistance Grant Program.  Additional changes to the VOCA reporting requirements will be occurring that will take effect July 1, 2016. OVS will provide the field with notice of those additional reporting requirements as early as January 2016.   If you have any questions about the new data reporting requirements, please feel free to contact Daisy Pagan at (717) 265-8516 or email at dpagan@pa.gov.
Click here to view a list of the demographic information VOCA funded programs were responsible for collecting beginning July 1, 2015. 
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[bookmark: _Reminder_to_all]Reminder to all VOJO and RASA Programs - Program Reports Due January 2016
The following program reports will be due in Egrants by January 20, 2016:
VOJO Program Reports – periodic report for last six months (July 1 – December 31, 2015) of current VOJO grants 
RASA Program Reports – periodic report for last six months (July 1 – December 31, 2015) of current RASA grants
Please Note:  For VOJO Program Reports – there will be two new report sections in Egrants (Services and Demographics).  The Clients Served Section in Egrants has been revised to add the additional crime types required.  
Fiscal reports for VOJO and RASA grants will also be due in Egrants by January 20, 2016.
Please contact Vicki McCloskey at Vmccloskey@pa.gov or (717) 265-8746 if you have any questions or need assistance regarding your VOJO or RASA Program Reports.  For fiscal-related questions, please contact the fiscal staff member listed on your grant.
If you need technical assistance with Egrants, please contact Earle Taylor, IT Dept., at (717) 265-8532 or the Egrants Support Line at (717) 787-5887.
Return to top
[bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Annual][bookmark: _2016_Pennsylvania_District_1][bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services]PDAI Victim Services Training News
Register Now!
Filing a Victim's Right Complaint 
Online Training
Wednesday, February 17, 2016 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Click here to register.
If you have questions, please contact Donna Hull, Victim Services Training/ SAVIN Consultant at 484-947-4837 or donna@dhullconsulting.com.
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[bookmark: _Congratulations_to_Andrea]Congratulations to Andrea Hibbs of Fayette County – Juvenile Victim Advocate of the Year!
Congratulations to Ms. Andrea Hibbs who was the recipient of the Juvenile Victim Advocate of the Year Award at the 2015 James E. Anderson Juvenile Justice Conference held November 4-6, 2015 in Harrisburg.  Andrea has been a full-time Victim Witness Specialist for the Fayette County Juvenile Department for the past twenty-one years.  Ms. Hibbs works out of the Fayette County Crime Victims Center, yet evenly allocates her schedule between the Juvenile Probation Office and the Crime Victims Center in a partnership that involves protecting and enforcing the rights of victims of juvenile crime.  In addition, she assists victims and witnesses of crime during their involvement with the juvenile justice system by providing information regarding victims’ rights, providing notifications of proceedings, accompaniment and support throughout the court process.  She also helps victims in the completion of impact statements and restitution matters.  In addition, she provides crisis intervention when needed, while simultaneously promoting communication between all involved parties.
Andrea began her victim service career in the Fayette County District Attorney’s Office working with crime victims involved in the criminal justice system.  In 2000, she became the first victim advocate for Victims of Juvenile Offenders (VOJO) crime in Fayette County.  Along with providing victim advocacy, Andrea assists the District Attorney in victim interviews and provides assistance with the Victim Community Awareness classes and other competency development activities geared toward increasing offender understanding of the impact of crime on their victims. 
She has proven herself to be a leader in the victim services field through stalwart attention to the development of policy, practice and the development of program tools. She developed a Victim Impact Statement specifically geared toward child victims, which was disseminated throughout the Commonwealth as a sample for other programs to use.  She developed many of the original documents for “victim sensitive” notifications and information brochures, and also reviews the appropriateness of offender apology letters and assists crime victims in applying for victims’ compensation.
Ms. Hibbs’ commitment and dedication to victims’ services has always extended beyond her regular working schedule.  Andrea has been involved in numerous community  activities such as the Area Agency on Aging Elderly Abuse program, county neighborhood watch programs and the Funeral Directors Association, to name a few. Her statewide involvement has included membership in the Pennsylvania Association for Sexual Assault Centers, being a member of the Rights and Services Act (RASA) and Victims of Juvenile Offenders (VOJO) Workgroups, serving as secretary for the Victims’ of Crime Act (VOCA) Funding Committee, and in 2013 she was appointed by Governor Tom Corbett to the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Committee (JJDPC) of the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD). 
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[bookmark: _Free_Webinar_on]Free Webinar on Economic Abuse: What You Need to Know in the Criminal Justice System
January 7, 2016  
02:00 PM - 03:30 PM EDT
Webinar Description:      
Abusers often use economic tactics to gain power and control over a survivor, ranging from destruction of property to interruption to work to fraud. This economic abuse undermines survivors' ability to recover from trauma or achieve independence from an abuser and can have severe and lasting consequences on their economic security. Despite being a prolific occurrence within abusive relationships, many professionals within the criminal justice system are unaware of the realities and impacts of economic abuse. For example, not only does economic abuse affect the safety and security of victims, but it also reduces their ability to participate in an investigation or prosecution. In addition, many economic abuse tactics are crimes in and of themselves and victims may be coerced into committing economic crimes by and on behalf of the abuser.  
The Economic Security for Survivors Project is pleased to share important information with justice system professionals, including law enforcement, prosecutors and advocates, on economic abuse. Guest speakers Robin Hassler Thompson (ESS Faculty and President, Robin H Thompson & Associates) and Professor Judy Postmus (Associate Professor and Director, Center on Violence Against Women, Rutgers School of Social Work) will provide an overview of economic abuse and its impacts, how to measure economic abuse, and how economic abuse intersects with the criminal justice system. Attendees will also learn about available remedies for survivors through the criminal justice system as well as civil and community resources.   
Click here to register.
Return to top
[bookmark: _9_Lessons_I've]9 Lessons I've Learned As A Rape Crisis Counselor That Are Applicable To Everyday Life
Crisis counselors support people in the immediate wake of a trauma.  The position requires caring, commitment, and a willingness to listen without judgment. And interestingly, it teaches things that come in handy in any emergency, whether it's with a stranger in the hospital or with your best friend in her living room.  Click here to read more.
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[bookmark: _A_Loving_Mother]A Loving Mother Grieves for Her Son, the Gentle Giant. And a Killer.
It has been a month, and Creela Sullivan-Smith is ready to talk.  “I am the mother of the shooter in the murder-suicide incident in Largo.”  Click here to read the article from The Washington Post.
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[bookmark: _13_Things_to]13 Things to Remember If You Love A Person With Anxiety
Anxiety is tough, isn’t it? Not just for the people that have it, but for you – the people that stick with them – while they’re going through it. It’s emotionally taxing on both ends, it’s physically demanding at times, and of course mentally demanding most of the time.  Click here to read an article from Health Heal on things to remember when loving someone with anxiety.
Return to top
[bookmark: _When_Memories_Hurt:]When Memories Hurt: Living with Loss During the Holidays
As the holidays and end of the year approach, many experience the recurrence of grief as they remember happy times with a deceased loved one. Loss and grief are among the most powerful emotions we can experience. When grief recurs, particularly in relation to the pain of holidays, it can be confusing and overwhelming.  Click here to read more.
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[bookmark: _How_People_Who]How People Who Have PTSD Think Differently
Having Post Traumatic Stress Disorder changes a person, not only the way they think, but also the way they act and how they love. It can be challenging. Most of the time with PTSD a few other things come along such as anxiety, depression and panic which can change a lot about how a person sees the world and other people.  Click here to read more.
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[bookmark: _NO_MORE_PSAs][bookmark: _Domestic_Violence_From]The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, January 6, 2016.  If you would like any training events, fund raisers or notable news published in this newsletter, please submit them to Stacie Brendlinger at sbrendling@pa.gov by Wednesday, December 30, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Stacie Brendlinger at (717) 265-8722 or via email at sbrendling@pa.gov. 
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