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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _Governor’s_Victim_Service][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim][bookmark: _Submit_Your_Nominations][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_-_1][bookmark: _2014_Fall_Office][bookmark: _Still_Time_To][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_5][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _ETO_IMPACT_UPDATE:]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings 

The following training will be held on February 19, 2015. 
· Basic Compensation Training – 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on March 4, 2015. 
· Crime-scene Cleanup Expenses Clinic - 11a.m.-12 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Myths of Compensation – 1p.m. -2 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on March 5, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on March 19, 2015. 
· Counseling Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Transportation Expenses Clinic  - 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on March 25, 2015. 
· Relocation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on March 31, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics- 10:00-11:00 a.m.  Click here to register. 
· Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic - 11:30am – 12:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Loss of Earnings Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
The following trainings will be held on April 9, 2015. 
· Loss of Support Clinic- 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation – 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 27, 2015. 
· DAVE training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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[bookmark: _Register_Now:_PDAI]Register Now: PDAI Victim Service Trainings
Assisting Victims in Delivering a Victim Impact Statement
Thursday, February 19, 2015
1:30 pm to 3:30 pm
There is no registration fee for this WebEx training. 
Please register here. 
Prison Life: The View from Inside
Tuesday, April 28, 2015
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Giant Community Center
Harrisburg, PA 
Please register here. 
The single day registration fee for the one day trainings is $25. Unless otherwise noted, in the training announcement food and beverage will not be provided. 
Victim Services Foundational Academy 
May 19-21, 2015   
The Atherton Hotel
State College,  PA 
The Foundational Academy also includes a 14-hour online, independent study component.  You can begin this part of the training anytime. Instructions are available at  www.pdaa.org. There is no registration fee for this training. Food and beverages are provided.
You can register for the one day training and Foundational Academy at PDAA | Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association.
Also, please note the corrected date for the Advocating for Victims with Traumatic Brain Injury Training. The new date is Thursday, September 3, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
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[bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting]STOP Grant Reporting for Sexual Assault Services and Services for Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
This is a monthly reminder that STOP Grant Projects will need to report 2015 data on the following:
1) The amount of federal STOP grant funding out of your STOP grant's law enforcement, prosecution and victim services allocations expended during 2015 serving sexual assault clients.  These expenditures must delineate amounts under each component. (For example:  $2,000 Law Enforcement, $1,000 Prosecution, $3,000 Victim Services).
2) The amount of federal STOP grant funding out of your STOP grant's victim service allocation expended during 2015 for serving racial and ethnic minorities including American Indians (including Alaska Natives, Eskimos, and Aleuts); Asian Americans; Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders; Blacks; and Hispanics.  
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[bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_1]Here’s The Scoop
Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
As your announcements will have to be configured to fit the format of the OVS Newsletter, we would like the who, what, when, where and why to come to us looking something like this:
The Smith County Crime Victim Center is having a 25th Anniversary Dinner and Celebration on Saturday, March 31, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Smith County Hotel and Convention Center.  Our guest speaker will be world-renowned playwright William Shakespeare.  The cost for the event is $25.00 per person.  Please contact Mary Jones at 777-555-1001 for more information.
OVS will not be able to publish meeting notices or other such regularly scheduled events.  If you have any questions or wish to take advantage of this free service, please contact Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov.
Below are items that were submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!
Center for Victims 10th Annual Peace It Together Awards Celebration
March 12th at Pittsburgh's Grand Hall, The Priory 
Click here to register and check out this year's winners!
Men’s Challenge Event
Friday, March 6, 2015
Rivers Casino Drum Bar
Come and meet the men of the MEN Challenge & Pledge!  Network and engage with real people who are making a difference in the community.  All guests will receive $10 in free play & chances to win prizes from the Pittsburgh Pirates, Nemacolin and more!  
Victim Services Center of Montgomery County, Inc 5K Run/Walk for S.A.A.M. 
April is National Sexual Assault Awareness Month (S.A.A.M.) and Victim Services Center of Montgomery County, Inc. will recognize S.A.A.M. with their annual 5K Run/Walk for S.A.A.M. on Sunday, April 19th 2015 from 9am-12pm at Norristown Farm Park.  For more information please visit their website at http://www.victimservicescenter.org or contact Jessica Rice at 610-277-0932 ext. 232 or jessica-rice@vscmontcopa.org
Victim Services Center of Montgomery County, Inc. 40th Anniversary Celebration
Victim Services Center of Montgomery County, Inc. will be holding a 40th Anniversary Celebration on Sun, May 31, 2015 from 1pm-3pm at Normandy Farm Hotel & Conference Center (1401 Morris Rd, Blue Bell, PA 19422). This will be a New Orleans style luncheon with entertainment by Zydeco-A-Go-Go. Tickets are $70 ($73 with Paypal) per person. For more information please visit their website at http://www.victimservicescenter.org or contact Lynn Williams at 610-277-0932 ext. 221 or Lynn-Williams@vscmontcopa.org.
Support Center for Child Advocates - An Evening for Child Advocacy
Mark your calendars for an evening of bidding and fun at the Annual Benefit Reception & Auction! With your support, they can achieve their mission of pursuing a permanent and nurturing environment for every child and advocating for laws that help protect the rights of children.   
  
Wednesday, April 22, 2015
5:00 to 8:00 pm
Distinguished Advocates Presentation, 4:30 pm
Crystal Tea Room
Individual Tickets: $125
Click here to view sponsorship opportunities, purchase tickets and check out some of the auction items available for you to bid on in April!
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[bookmark: _Legal_Issues_Related]Legal Issues Related to Elder Abuse: A Pocket Guide for Law Enforcement
“Legal Issues Related to Elder Abuse: A Pocket Guide for Law Enforcement.” was published by the American Bar Association Commission on Law and Aging with support from BJA, the Pocket Guide provides brief explanations of:
        legal concepts, documents, and tools that may be misused to commit elder abuse or used properly to remedy it; and
        issues and actions that justice system professionals should consider if they suspect elder abuse has occurred.
This is also a resource for victim advocates, and they are free while supplies last!  You can review the Pocket Guide and download the PDF, or order in bulk by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Enhancing_Law_Enforcement’s]Enhancing Law Enforcement’s Response to Victims
The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) has a project, “Enhancing Law Enforcement’s Response to Victims.” which includes a 21st century strategy; implementation guide; resource toolkit; and training supplemental. You can view this at http://www.responsetovictims.org/.
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[bookmark: _Culture,_Language,_and]Culture, Language, and Access: Key Considerations for Serving Deaf Survivors of Domestic and Sexual Violence
Recent research suggests that deaf women experience higher rates of domestic and sexual violence than their hearing counterparts, yet few services exist that are specifically tailored to the deaf community’s unique needs. As a result, deaf survivors are often shut off from services and support that could help them safely flee from abuse, heal from trauma, and seek justice after they have been harmed. In Culture, Language, and Access: Key Considerations for Serving Deaf Survivors of Domestic and Sexual Violence, the Vera Institute of Justice’s Center on Victimization and Safety (CVS) offers practical suggestions for expanding and enhancing Deaf survivors’ access to victim services and other supports. Click here to view this report.  
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[bookmark: _An_Article_on]An Article on Evidence-based Care for Traumatized Children and Adults
An article on evidence-based care for traumatized children and adults, from the MUSC National Crime Victim Research and Treatment Center, can be accessed at http://www.muschealth.org/pn/yir-2014/research/evidence-based-care/index.html. 
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[bookmark: _National_Domestic_Violence]National Domestic Violence Fatality Review Initiative Conference
The National Domestic Violence Fatality Review Initiative Conference is going to be held May 17-19 in St. Petersburg Florida.  This two day event will bring together team members and stakeholders from across the country to learn about fatality review and advance their efforts. The conference will explore the ways communities have changed their responses to domestic violence as a result of their fatality review work. The conference highlights the importance of civic engagement, agency and stakeholder contributions, and democratic practice.  The NDVFRI is now accepting workshop proposals at www.ndvfri.org and you can get more information about conference registration and costs at www.ndvfri.org.  For more information, please contact: Holly.Hulen@nau.edu
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[bookmark: _For_Better_Crime]For Better Crime Prevention, a Dose of Science
From New York City:  “For Better Crime Prevention, a Dose of Science,” a New York Times blog post about the launch of Crime Lab New York, a new initiative funded by the Laura and John Arnold Foundation (LJAF). Crime Lab New York, an extension of the University of Chicago’s Crime Lab, will identify the programs, interventions and approaches that have the greatest potential to reduce crime and violence in New York City and cities nationwide. The project supports LJAF’s broader strategy to reduce crime, increase public safety and enhance fairness and efficiency in the criminal justice system by promoting a data-driven, evidence-based approach to criminal justice policy and decision-making.  More information is available in NYC Mayor de Blasio’s official press release. 
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[bookmark: _There's_No_Such]There's No Such Thing as a Child Prostitute
 Click here to read an article published in the Huffington Post.  
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[bookmark: _The_2015_National]The 2015 National Crime Victims' Rights Week Resource Guide is now online!
Click here for additional information.  
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[bookmark: _Stress_in_America]Stress in America
Stress in America published by the American Psychological Association, tells us lots about the sources and impact of stress in our lives, as well as coping mechanisms.  You can read the highlights or full report at  http://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/stress/.
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[bookmark: _Analysis_of_Recent]Analysis of Recent Mass Shootings
This 2014 analysis by Everytown shows a correlation between incidents of mass violence and domestic violence: http://everytown.org/article/analysis-of-mass-shootings/.
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[bookmark: _Opinion/Editorial_Column_About]Opinion/Editorial Column About Campus Rape
A highly personal opinion/editorial column by TIME Magazine Editor Susanna Schrobsdorff about speaking to our daughters about campus rape can be found at the following link: http://time.com/3687286/campus-sexual-assault-teen-daughter-parents/.
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[bookmark: _OJJDP_National_Mentoring]OJJDP National Mentoring Resource Center
OJJDP has launched the National Mentoring Resource Center, a comprehensive online resource that provides mentoring tools and information, program and training materials, and technical assistance, particularly relating to delinquency prevention, victimization, and juvenile justice system involvement, to help local programs and practitioners improve the quality and effectiveness of their mentoring efforts.  You can access this new Center at http://www.nationalmentoringresourcecenter.org/.
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The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, March 4, 2015.  If you would like any training events published in this newsletter, please submit them to Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov by Wednesday, February 25, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.

Pennsylvania’s Office of Victims’ Services  |  3101 North Front Street  |  Harrisburg, PA  17110  |  (717) 783-0551
www.pccd.pa.gov 
PA Crime Victims Website
www.pacrimevictims.com

