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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _Governor’s_Victim_Service][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim][bookmark: _Submit_Your_Nominations][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_-_1][bookmark: _2014_Fall_Office][bookmark: _Still_Time_To][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_5][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _ETO_IMPACT_UPDATE:]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings 

The following trainings will be held on February 11, 2015. 
· Loss of Support Training  - 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Loss of Earnings Training – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on February 19, 2015. 
· Basic Compensation Training – 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on March 4, 2015. 
· Crime-scene Cleanup Expenses Clinic - 11a.m.-12 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Myths of Compensation – 1p.m. -2 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on March 5, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 27, 2015. 
· DAVE training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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WebEx Training
Assisting Victims in Delivering a Victim Impact Statement
Thursday, February19, 2015 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
There is no registration fee for this training.
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  2
Please click here to register.

May 19-21 Foundational Academy
(18-hour Classroom Component)
The Atherton Hotel, State College, PA 
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  18
Please click here to register.  
The Foundational Academy also includes a 14-hour online, independent study component.  You can begin this part of the training anytime. Instructions are available on the PDAA website. There is no registration fee for this training.  Food and beverages are provided.  You can register for the May Foundational Academy now on the PDAA website.
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Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
As your announcements will have to be configured to fit the format of the OVS Newsletter, we would like the who, what, when, where and why to come to us looking something like this:
The Smith County Crime Victim Center is having a 25th Anniversary Dinner and Celebration on Saturday, March 31, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Smith County Hotel and Convention Center.  Our guest speaker will be world-renowned playwright William Shakespeare.  The cost for the event is $25.00 per person.  Please contact Mary Jones at 777-555-1001 for more information.
OVS will not be able to publish meeting notices or other such regularly scheduled events.  If you have any questions or wish to take advantage of this free service, please contact Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov.
Below are items that were submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!
Bucks County Conference on Crimes Against Children
Tuesday March 10, 2015 from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Delaware Valley College - Life Sciences Building
700 E. Butler Ave
Doylestown, PA 18901
The 4th Annual Bucks County Conference on Crimes Against Children focuses on the multidisciplinary team approach to the recognition and investigation of crimes against children.  The objective of this conference is to provide resources to professionals practicing in the field of child abuse investigation, treatment, and prevention.  Attendees will increase their collaborative efforts among professionals working in the field, receive current information on investigative and treatment techniques, enhance understanding of law changes and increase professional knowledge and skills.
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  7
Click here to get more information. 
Click here to register! 
Webinar Opportunity - Offender Reentry: The Value of Victim Involvement
February 18, 2015
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  3
Click here to register.  
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Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs
Office on Violence Against Women
OVW FY 2015 Rural Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence and Stalking Program Grant
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=271690
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[bookmark: _MADD’s_“Campaign_to]MADD’s “Campaign to Eliminate Drunk Driving: 2015 Report to the Nation”
This report highlights legislative accomplishments and reforms with updates about MADD’s plans for the future. Please take a moment to learn what is going on in your state at http://www.madd.org/blog/2015/january/2015-report-to-the-nation.html.
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You can visit this new area of domesticshelters.org to find 118 charts that overview the propensity of programs in all 50 states to offer certain services. When you arrive on your state, click on the +/- signs to explore more deeply a category like Emergency or Housing Services. In the same new area of the site, you will find key domestic violence statistics organized by 11 different topics, such as "Children and Domestic Violence" or "Psychological Aggression and Domestic Violence". The next time you need to find these facts and figures, you'll know where to go to find them in one place.
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In Cultivating Evaluation Capacity: A Guide for Programs Addressing Sexual and Domestic Violence, Vera’s Center on Victimization and Safety helps programs that serve survivors of domestic and/or sexual violence assess their evaluation capacity and identify areas of strength, as well as areas for improvement.  In addition to the publication, Vera has created a new resource hub on its website to provide domestic and sexual violence service providers with access to five webinars that explore a number of topics addressed in the guide—budgeting, choosing the right evaluator, how to overcome challenges—and provide an inside look at how organizations have applied these lessons in the field. 
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Researchers from Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh have published an article that provides the first evidence of the potential benefits of provider-delivered education and a brief counseling intervention in school health centers to address and prevent teen dating violence.  This National Institute of Justice-funded study was conducted at eight school health centers in California where students receive confidential clinical health services.  Researchers surveyed teens ages 14 to 19 for exposure to teen dating violence (including cyber dating abuse), sexual behavior, and care-seeking for sexual and reproductive health at their initial visit and again three months later.  Providers and staff in four school health centers received training on how to talk about healthy and unhealthy relationships and received palm-sized brochures about relationship abuse to give to patients.  No changes were implemented at the other four sites.  The researchers found the students at the intervention sites were more likely than those at the control sites to recognize sexual coercion.  Those from the intervention sites who had experienced abuse showed a greater awareness of teen dating violence and available resources. Learn more about this study and Read the article abstract in Pediatrics. 
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End Violence Against Women International (EVAWI) invites you to join them for their 2015 International Conference on Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, and Campus Responses in New Orleans, Louisiana April 7-9, 2015 at the Hilton Riverside Hotel.  This conference will provide you with three full days of training that includes six plenary sessions, as well as the opportunity to choose from 50 workshops.  With over 1,200 professionals attending, you can anticipate countless opportunities to meet, rejuvenate and share ideas with others.  For more information on EVAWI, please check out their website http://www.evawintl.org/conferencedetail, follow them on Facebook or download the 2015 conference brochure.  In it, you will find conference topics and expert speakers highlighted, along with detailed information on registration, discounts, and their conference hotel. 
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The Institute of Medicine (IOM) and the National Research Council (NRC) have released a PowerPoint presentation on the OJJDP-funded report "Confronting Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Sex Trafficking of Minors in the United States." This release coincides with National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month in January.  The presentation shares findings on how schools, law enforcement, victim services, businesses, the legal system, and health care providers can collaborate to prevent, identify, and respond to commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking of minors. 
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You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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