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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of_1]Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association Vacancies within the Victims Compensation Assistance Program
Victim Service Professionals
Are you looking for professional growth and challenges in the field of victim services?  Are you interested in making a difference in the lives of Pennsylvania’s crime victims?  Do you want to aid crime victims through direct service and compensation assistance?
…then think about joining the Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association and being a member of their team!
Who are they?
The Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association (PCPA) is an organization comprised of over 1,200 command level law enforcement officers, formed in 1913, which has evolved into a professional network of law enforcement managers providing a vehicle through which members can come together, examine issues, and address the needs of their colleagues.  PCPA currently supports six positions in the Victims Compensation Assistance Program (VCAP) in the Office of Victims’ Services at the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) in Harrisburg.
There is currently a PCPA Client Service Representative position available within VCAP at PCCD.
The Client Service Representative position is responsible for providing sensitive, detailed claim and Program information to and answer questions from victims/claimants, service care providers, law enforcement, victim service programs, attorneys, court personnel and the general public.  The CSR also provides a range of confidential services, including emotional support, while utilizing crisis intervention skills.  
PCPA offers a comprehensive benefits package, including paid holidays, and a competitive salary. 
How do you apply?
Please send a resume to Christopher J. Braun, Technology Coordinator, Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association, 3905 N. Front Street, Harrisburg, PA  17110-1536 or to cjbraun@pachiefs.org.
For more information, please contact Christopher Braun at cjbraun@pachiefs.org.
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The following training will be held on March 5, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on March 19, 2015. 
· Counseling Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Transportation Expenses Clinic  - 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on March 25, 2015. 
· Relocation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on March 31, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics- 10:00-11:00 a.m.  Click here to register. 
· Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic - 11:30am – 12:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Loss of Earnings Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
The following trainings will be held on April 9, 2015. 
· Loss of Support Clinic- 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation – 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 27, 2015. 
· DAVE training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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This is your opportunity to see the exciting changes we are making as we transition to ETO TouchPoints!

Case Management users were invited to participate in regional trainings we held in December and January, but not all of you were able to make it.  This is your chance to see what you missed!  Even for those of you who did attend, you are going to be amazed by all of the additional enhancements we have made!  The ease, in which you will be able to navigate through ETO while entering various data, is a showstopper!

Every agency is strongly encouraged to have at least one staff member participate.  This WebEx will be recorded and made available for viewing at a later time.

DATE:  March 31, 2015
TIME:  10:00 a.m. – Noon
Click here to register!
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This is your opportunity to see the exciting changes we are making as we transition to ETO TouchPoints!
This training is for those of you who DO NOT currently use the Case Management version of ETO and are curious about the evolution it has made!  What is the main reason you should consider ETO Case Management at this time?  One word – VOCA!  The new VOCA reporting requirements have not been finalized.  But when they are, ETO will be updated to smoothly transition client data into the new version of the VOCA report.
Every agency is strongly encouraged to have at least one staff member participate.  This WebEx will be recorded and made available for viewing at a later time.  

DATE:  March 31, 2015
TIME:  1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Click here to register!
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[bookmark: _Bringing_Sexual_Assault]Bringing Sexual Assault Offenders to Justice 
The goal of this law enforcement roll call video is to help officers generate stronger cases by reframing sexual assault crimes, providing tools to conduct perpetrator focused investigations, and building an understanding of victim behavior. “Bringing Sexual Assault Offenders to Justice” will help officers identify victim trauma and provide information about victim behavior, such as delayed reporting, alcohol or substance abuse, and encounters that start out consensually, that can be used to support a sexual assault report. This video also provides useful information detailing how perpetrators often have a history of unreported acts of sexual violence and may select victims with vulnerabilities to exploit, and it features a detailed discussion guide.  You can access the video and discussion guide at http://www.theiacp.org/Police-Response-to-Violence-Against-Women.
Return to top
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The International Association of Chiefs of Police will be conducting 18 to 24 on-site Trauma-Informed Sexual Assault Investigation Training Programs to strengthen the capacity of law enforcement to provide effective response to victims of sexual assault.  You can learn more about this training initiative at http://www.theiacp.org/Trauma-Informed-Sexual-Assault-Investigation-Training and if you are interested in this training and would like to be notified when the application and training materials are available, please click here. If you have any questions, please contact Aviva Kurash by email at kurash@theiacp.org or by phone at 1.800.the.IACP.
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OVC’s Victim Assistance Training (VAT) Online has added five new modules to its curriculum: sexual assault; LGBTQ populations; victims with substance abuse issues; financial crimes; and identity theft.  VAT training is free and high-quality; for more information, please visit https://www.ovcttac.gov/EBlast/VAT_Online_February_2015_NCJRS_2.html. 
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OJJDP has updated its Statistical Briefing Book, which has good information and data about victims of juvenile offenders.  Check it out at http://ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/.
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[bookmark: _National_Institute_of]National Institute of Corrections’ Broadcast on Offender Reentry Participant Guide
The National Institute of Corrections’ Live Broadcast on “Offender Reentry: The Value of Victim Involvement” was held and the Participant Guide full of resources on crime victims and reentry is now available by clicking here.   
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[bookmark: _2015_National_Crime]2015 National Crime Victims’ Service Awards Ceremony
The Office for Victims of Crime has announced that the 2015 National Crime Victims’ Service Awards Ceremony will be held on Tuesday, April 21st from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm at the National Archives in Washington DC.  Registration is required, and you can register and find more information at http://ncvrw.org/.  
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The Coalition for Public Safety brings “the left and right” together for corrections and sentencing reform and initiatives to reduce recidivism.  You can read about it in the New York Times by clicking here.  
Return to top
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Incarceration's Front Door: The Misuse of Jails in America, looks at the growth and current use of jails in the U.S., its impact on communities, and identifies opportunities for reform. The report is part of The Safety and Justice Challenge, a new initiative funded by the MacArthur Foundation to reduce over-incarceration by changing the way America thinks about and uses jails.  You can download this report by clicking here.   
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OVC has released “Integrating Crime Victim Issues into College and University Curricula,” which features curriculum kits and resources, and strategies to involve college faculty.  You can view it by clicking here.   
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[bookmark: _Register_Now:_PDAI][bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_1][bookmark: _Legal_Issues_Related]The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, March 18, 2015.  If you would like any training events published in this newsletter, please submit them to Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov by Wednesday, March 11, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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