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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _Foundational_Academy]Foundational Academy
Registration for the May 2015 Foundational Academy is now closed. The next Foundational Academy will be held October 28-30, 2015. This 18-hour three-day classroom component will be held at The Atherton Hotel, State College, PA. When registration is open for this training it will be posted in this newsletter.
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[bookmark: _Register_now_for]Register now for the following trainings!
Prison Life: A View from Inside
Tuesday, April 28, 2015- 9:00 am to 4:30 p.m.  
Giant Community Center, Harrisburg, PA       $25.00 registration fee   
Scholarships are available for this training.   Register here 
AWARE: Cyber Safety Sense
Thursday, June 18, 2015- 9:00 am to 4:30 pm 
Omni William Penn Hotel, 
Pittsburgh, PA    
$25.00 registration fee  
This training is open to victim advocates, law enforcement, prosecutors, social workers, clinicians, and allied professionals. Registration is due by June 11, 2015. There are three ways to register: 
1.     Online: Click here to register
2.     Email: ProjectAware@trynova.org
3.     Call: Michelle Robinson | 480-457-5114
There are scholarships available for victim advocates. To apply for scholarships and to get more information, please visit the PDAI website. 
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[bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System][bookmark: _Governor’s_Victim_Service][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim][bookmark: _Submit_Your_Nominations][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_-_1][bookmark: _2014_Fall_Office][bookmark: _Still_Time_To][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_5][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _ETO_IMPACT_UPDATE:]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings 
The following trainings will be held on April 9, 2015. 
· Loss of Support Clinic- 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation – 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on April 14, 2015. 
· Motor Vehicle-Related Claim Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Crime-scene Cleanup Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on April 28, 2015. 
· Myths of Compensation – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Counseling Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on May 7, 2015. 
· “Wow, That’s Covered by Compensation”  - 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Transportation Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on May 14, 2015.  
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Relocation Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 21, 2015. 
· Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 27, 2015. 
· DAVE training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on June 16, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics – 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation – 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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[bookmark: _WebEx_Showcase:_][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_2][bookmark: _Testimony_on_Federal]Testimony on Federal Bureau of Prisons and Federal Justice System Victim Related Issues
The Charles Colson Task Force on Federal Corrections held a public hearing, at which the National Center for Victims of Crime Director of Public Policy, Susan Howley delivered testimony on victim issues related to the Federal Bureau of Prisons and Federal justice system.  You can read Susan’s testimony (and others from the hearing) by clicking here.   
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[bookmark: _A_Prosecutor’s_Guide]A Prosecutor’s Guide for Advancing Racial Equity
The Vera Institute of Justice has published “A Prosecutor’s Guide for Advancing Racial Equity” that can be accessed at http://www.vera.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/prosecutors-advancing-racial-equity.pdf.  The Guide is augmented by a web resource that features interviews with prosecutors and panel discussions on this subject, available at http://www.vera.org/symposium-justice-race-prosecution. 
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[bookmark: _Non-Traditional_Costs_of]Non-Traditional Costs of Financial Fraud
The FINRA Foundation's research report on "Non-Traditional Costs of Financial Fraud"  
offers an in-depth look at financial fraud from the victim's perspective, how victims experienced the incident, their reactions to the fraud and the potential indirect financial costs and non-financial, psychological and emotional consequences of having been victimized.  The research report and infographic are available by clicking here and the news release can be found by clicking here.   
Return to top
[bookmark: _2014_Hate_Group]2014 Hate Group Information
The Southern Poverty Law Center identified 784 active hate groups in the U.S. in 2014, a 30 percent increase since 2000.  You can visit http://www.splcenter.org/what-we-do/hate-and-extremism and click on an interactive U.S. map for state-specific information.
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[bookmark: _Alarming_Number_Of]Alarming Number Of Women Think Spousal Abuse Is Sometimes OK
The recent World Values Study found that in 29 countries, one third or more of men say it’s acceptable for a man to beat his wife, and in 19 countries, one third or more of women agree that this is acceptable in some circumstances.  You can read NPR’s article and access the full study by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Victim_Offender-Dialogue_Summit]Victim Offender-Dialogue Summit and NAVSPIC Conference
The National Association of Victim Service Professionals in Corrections (NAVSPIC) would like to invite you to join them in Baton Rouge May 18-22nd for the upcoming Victim Offender-Dialogue Summit and NAVSPIC Conference.  Come for the entire week, for both events or just come for part of the week.  You can find more information, along with the registration form at their website:  www.navspic.org.  
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[bookmark: _IACP/LogIn_Excellence_in]IACP/LogIn Excellence in Victim Services Award:  Don't Miss This Opportunity to Get an Outstanding Police Department Recognized!
The IACP/LogIn Excellence in Victim Services Award recognizes law enforcement agencies that demonstrate excellence in providing innovative service to crime victims by successfully integrating current best practices of enhanced victim response into all facets of their organizations.  One representative from each winning agency will receive a trip to the 122nd Annual IACP Conference to be held in Chicago, IL from October 24-27, 2015. The trip includes complimentary conference registration, transportation costs, three nights of hotel lodging, and meals during the stay.  Review the award guidelines at: www.theiacp.org/awards/evsa. For more information, please contact Christina Horst at evsa@theiacp.org or call 1-800-THE-IACP ext. 837. Applications must be submitted online through www.login2apply.com by no later than May 1, 2015.
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[bookmark: _Final_Report_of]Final Report of the Sandy Hook Advisory Commission
The Final Report of the Sandy Hook Advisory Commission, which includes 52 recommendations for change, can be accessed by clicking here (and if you’d like to read a brief LA Times article about this important report, please visit http://touch.latimes.com/#section/-1/article/p2p-82995159/.) 
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[bookmark: _Young_Men_of]Young Men of Color and the Other Side of Harm
The Common Justice has just posted a remarkable video online:  “Young Men of Color and the Other Side of Harm,” about young men of color harmed by crime.  The panel discussion featured in the video was in response to the issues raised in our recent publication by the same name (www.vera.org/pubs/men-of-color-as-victims-of-violence), and included Brooklyn District Attorney Kenneth Thompson, Congressman Hakeem Jeffries, Rev. Dr. Harold Trulear, and Dr. Richard Dudley.  You can view this at http://youtu.be/sR8AZbARfFY!
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[bookmark: _Sexual_Assault_Kit]Sexual Assault Kit Initiative National Training and Technical Assistance Competitive Grants
The Sexual Assault Kit Initiative National Training and Technical Assistance Competitive Grants solicitations from the Bureau of Justice Assistance was recently published and deadlines are May 7, 2015.  Below are links to the solicitations, as well as the registration links for the webinars for applicants: 
· https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKI-TTAsol.pdf
· https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKIsol.pdf
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[bookmark: _Families_Of_Sept.][bookmark: _New_Victim_Assistance][bookmark: _Unlikely_Cause_Unites][bookmark: _Register_Now:_PDAI][bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_1][bookmark: _Legal_Issues_Related]The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, April 15, 2015.  If you would like any training events published in this newsletter, please submit them to Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov by Wednesday, April 8, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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