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· OJJDP announces fiscal year 2015 funding opportunities
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· The Role of Crime Victims and Advocates in Pretrial Justice Reform Webinar Recording
· Child Welfare Information Gateway Fact Sheets
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· Crowdfunders Say Solving Rape Cases Is Good for Business
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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training
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The following trainings will be held on May 7, 2015. 
· “Wow, That’s Covered by Compensation”  - 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Transportation Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on May 14, 2015.  
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Relocation Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 21, 2015. 
· Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 27, 2015. 
· DAVE training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 28, 2015. 
· Semi-annual VCAP webinar – 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on June 16, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics – 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation – 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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[bookmark: _STOP_TA_Bulletin][bookmark: _The_Protection_of][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_3]Here’s The Scoop
Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
As your announcements will have to be configured to fit the format of the OVS Newsletter, we would like the who, what, when, where and why to come to us looking something like this:
The Smith County Crime Victim Center is having a 25th Anniversary Dinner and Celebration on Saturday, March 31, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Smith County Hotel and Convention Center.  Our guest speaker will be world-renowned playwright William Shakespeare.  The cost for the event is $25.00 per person.  Please contact Mary Jones at 777-555-1001 for more information.
OVS will not be able to publish meeting notices or other such regularly scheduled events.  If you have any questions or wish to take advantage of this free service, please contact Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov.
Below is an item that was submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!

Drifting – A Play on Traumatic Brain Injury
What do accidents, strokes, sports, war zones, and domestic violence all have in common? They can all lead to Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI).  Known as the “silent epidemic” because it is largely an unrecognized major health problem, TBI may lead to short- and long-term problems with independent functioning.  Indeed, according to the Brain Injury Association of PA, more than 8,600 people sustain long-term or life-long disabilities from brain injury each year in Pennsylvania, with nearly 250,000 overall living with some type of brain injury state-wide.
The Penn State College of Medicine Department of Humanities, Doctors Kienle Center for Humanistic Medicine, and the Hershey Area Playhouse will jointly present Drifting, a new play by William Doan, a professor in the Penn State School of Theatre.  Performances will be May 1 and 2 at the Playhouse. For more information visit www.hersheyareaplayhouse.com.
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[bookmark: _The_Justice_Reinvestment]The Justice Reinvestment Initiative – Thinking Local for State Justice Reinvestment
[bookmark: _WebEx_Showcase:_][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_2][bookmark: _Testimony_on_Federal][bookmark: _Families_Of_Sept.][bookmark: _New_Victim_Assistance][bookmark: _Unlikely_Cause_Unites][bookmark: _Register_Now:_PDAI][bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_1][bookmark: _Legal_Issues_Related]The Urban Institute has published “The Justice Reinvestment Initiative – Thinking Local for State Justice Reinvestment,” which provides an overview of creative approaches to reducing costs, responding to community needs, and achieving a better return on investments in programs and services. You can read about the initiative by clicking here.   
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[bookmark: _Three_Free_Online]Three Free Online Training Modules from OVC
The OVC Training and Technical Assistance Center has launched three new free online training modules: Victim Compensation; American Indian/Alaska Native Populations; and Cyber-fraud.  You can access more information about these great training opportunities at https://www.ovcttac.gov/views/TrainingMaterials/dspOnline_VATOnline.cfm.
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[bookmark: _OJJDP_has_announced][bookmark: _OJJDP_announces_fiscal]OJJDP announces fiscal year 2015 funding opportunities
 *   VOCA Training and Technical Assistance for Child Abuse Prosecutors<http://listmanager.lmbps.com/t/2850389/31602328/1360/0/>. This program provides funding for a national training and technical assistance program to enhance the effectiveness of attorneys and others who investigate and prosecute child abuse cases. Applications are due by May 28, 2015.
 *   VOCA Children’s Advocacy Centers Subgrant Program<http://listmanager.lmbps.com/t/2850389/31602328/1361/0/>. This program will provide grants, cooperative agreements, and other assistance to local children’s advocacy center programs, which provide a coordinated response to victims of child abuse. Applications are due by May 28, 2015.
 *   VOCA Training and Technical Assistance for Child Abuse Professionals<http://listmanager.lmbps.com/t/2850389/31602328/1362/0/>. This program provides funding for the development and implementation of a model training and technical assistance program for child abuse professionals and to improve the judicial system’s handling of child abuse and neglect cases. Applications are due by May 28, 2015. 
* VOCA Children’s Advocacy Centers Membership and Accreditation Program
Program <http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2015/CAC.pdf?utm_source=juvjust-042415&utm_medium=email&utm_content=voca&utm_campaign=juvjust> This program will fund a national membership and accreditation organization for children’s advocacy center programs. The funding will enable the successful applicant to provide services to membership organizations and to implement standards for program accreditation. Applications are due by May 26, 2015. 
Visit OJJDP's funding<http://listmanager.lmbps.com/t/2850389/31602328/1243/0/> page for more information about these solicitations.
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[bookmark: _Information_from_the]Information from the National Criminal Justice Reference Service
Sometimes it’s easy to spot the signs of child abuse. While we can look for bruises, cuts and scrapes, it might be harder to see the damage done by unkind words and careless actions. Regardless of whether it’s physical or emotional, maltreatment can have long-lasting effects on a child’s physical and mental health. And, unfortunately, it’s not just a small number of kids who are affected. One in every 25 children in the United States is abused or neglected (Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 2014 National Report OJJDP-sponsored, 2014). Child abuse and neglect occur when a parent, caretaker, or another person in a custodial role (e.g., clergy, coach, teacher) acts, or fails to act, in a manner that results in the death, serious physical or emotional harm, or sexual abuse or exploitation of a child; or that presents an imminent risk of serious harm to a child (Child Abuse and Sexual Abuse, OVC). Work is being done on the national, state, and local levels to ensure the protection and welfare of our nation’s children.  To coincide with National Child Abuse Prevention Month, which is recognized each April, NCJRS compiled the Child Abuse Special Feature. This online resource highlights publications, topical websites, and more related to child abuse and its prevention.  
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[bookmark: _The_Role_of]The Role of Crime Victims and Advocates in Pretrial Justice Reform Webinar Recording
You can access the “The Role of Crime Victims and Advocates in Pretrial Justice Reform”  webinar recording and slides via the National Criminal Justice Association website by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Child_Welfare_Information]Child Welfare Information Gateway Fact Sheets 
The Child Welfare Information Gateway has released a series of online fact sheets exploring the effects of maltreatment on children and how parents can help them recover. One of the fact sheets focuses on parenting a child who has experienced trauma. Other topics in the series include parenting a child who has experienced sexual abuse and abuse or neglect. Free print copies can be ordered online. 
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[bookmark: _Detroit_Multidisciplinary_Team]Detroit Multidisciplinary Team Creates Protocols for Responding to Untested Sexual Assault Kits 
The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) released a report examining sexual assault kits (SAKs) that had not been submitted to Detroit’s crime lab for DNA testing.  This report, and a brief press release can be accessed by clicking here. 
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[bookmark: _Crowdfunders_Say_Solving]Crowdfunders Say Solving Rape Cases Is Good for Business
Click here to read about Detroit’s efforts to improve the handling of rape cases.   
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[bookmark: _Journal_of_the]Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry: Free Access To Article on Relationship Between Psychiatric Disorders and Violence in Delinquent Youth After Detention
The “Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry” website is providing free access to a recently published article examining the relationship between psychiatric disorders and violence in delinquent youth after detention. The article is based on findings from the Northwestern Juvenile Project, a longitudinal study of a diverse sample of juvenile detainees. The study was cosponsored by OJJDP. Free online access is available through May 6, 2015. 
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The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, May 13, 2015.  If you would like any training events published in this newsletter, please submit them to Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov by Wednesday, May 6, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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