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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim_1][bookmark: _Congratulations_to_the]Congratulations to the 2015 Governor’s Victim Service Pathfinder Award Recipients!
The Office of Victims’ Services would like to congratulate the 2015 Governor’s Victim Service Pathfinder Award Recipients.  On behalf of victims of crime and the victim service’s field, we thank Sue Griep, The Sexual Assault Resource and Counseling Center of Lebanon and Schuylkill Counties and Chief John J. McGowan, III for their innovation, collaboration and unfailing commitment to victims of crime. 
1. Ms. Sue Griep received the 2015 Individual Direct Service Award. 
1. The Sexual Assault Resource and Counseling Center of Lebanon and Schuylkill Counties received the 2015 Program Award. 
1. Chief John J. McGowan, III received the 2015 Posthumous Community Service Award. 
To find out additional information about the 2015 award recipients, please click here to view our website page featuring the award recipients.  
Start thinking about who you can nominate today for the 2016 Governor’s Victim Service Pathfinder Awards!  
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[bookmark: _Foundational_Academy][bookmark: _COMPENSATION_CORNER:_][bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System][bookmark: _Governor’s_Victim_Service][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim][bookmark: _Submit_Your_Nominations][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_-_1][bookmark: _2014_Fall_Office][bookmark: _Still_Time_To][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_5][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _ETO_IMPACT_UPDATE:]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings 

The following trainings will be held on May 14, 2015.  
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Relocation Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 21, 2015. 
· Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 27, 2015. 
· DAVE training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on May 28, 2015. 
· Semi-annual VCAP webinar – 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on June 16, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics – 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation – 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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[bookmark: _VOJO_Reporting_Requirements]VOJO Reporting Requirements WebEx Trainings

Attention New VOJO Recipients!

The Office of Victims Services (OVS) will be holding two WebEx Trainings in May to review the NEW 2015-2016 VOJO Reporting Requirements that will take effect on July 1, 2015 with the start of the new VOJO grants.  The WebEx Trainings will be held as follows:

Monday, May 18th from 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm
Click here to register.  

Friday, May 22nd from 10:00 am – 11:00 am
Click here to register.

Please join us on one of the above dates to learn more about the new reporting requirements for VOJO in 2015 – 2016.  

If you have any questions, please contact Vicki McCloskey at vmccloskey@pa.gov or (717) 265-8746.

(This training will not be eligible for PCCD Annual Training Hours.)  
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[bookmark: _Congratulations_to_Debra]Spirit of Internationalization Award

At the International Women’s Day Breakfast on  March 25, 2015 Debra Greenleaf, Centre County STOP Grant’s International Outreach Consultant (IOC), was  one of five women to receive the Spirit of Internationalization Award.  The award was presented to Debra by Global Connections and Global Penn State.  The Spirit of Internationalization Award honors individual women or organizations with international interests who have shown extraordinary strength of character and commitment to the cause of empowering and/or uniting the international community of women and girls. 
 
In her position as IOC, Debra works to make meaningful services available to international and immigrant people including multilingual materials/forms for domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking and dating violence.  These resources are disseminated among STOP Team members and allied community professionals to offset language barriers when serving international and/or immigrant victims/survivors of gender based crimes.  

Debra reports that her work on behalf of international women has been a gateway to increase the number of international volunteers willing to help  other international/immigrant victims/survivors at Centre County Women’s Resource Center (CCWRC).  For example, there was a recent case where an international woman accessed services at the hospital following a domestic violence incident.  She spoke no English but once her language was identified,  a victim advocate at CCWRC provided culturally competent information, advocacy, counseling and referrals in the victim’s primary language. Debra states this work could not have been accomplished without the collaboration and commitment from  staff at Global Connections, Mid-State Literacy Council, and Centre County Women’s Resource Center.  A collaborative that ensures language/cultural barriers do not thwart victims/survivors from receiving trauma-informed services and protection from abuse.
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[bookmark: _STOP_TA_Bulletin][bookmark: _The_Protection_of][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_3]Here’s The Scoop
Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
As your announcements will have to be configured to fit the format of the OVS Newsletter, we would like the who, what, when, where and why to come to us looking something like this:
The Smith County Crime Victim Center is having a 25th Anniversary Dinner and Celebration on Saturday, March 31, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Smith County Hotel and Convention Center.  Our guest speaker will be world-renowned playwright William Shakespeare.  The cost for the event is $25.00 per person.  Please contact Mary Jones at 777-555-1001 for more information.
OVS will not be able to publish meeting notices or other such regularly scheduled events.  If you have any questions or wish to take advantage of this free service, please contact Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov.
Below are items that were submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!

SeniorLAW Center 2015 GALA! 
May 14, 2015
6:00 pm- 9:00 pm
Crystal Tea Room
100 East Penn Square
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Join the SeniorLAW Center on Thursday, May 14th, 2015 at the beautiful Crystal Tea Room in the Wanamaker Building 6:00-9:00 pm for cocktails, dinner, music, compelling life stories and celebration. Honoring 6 OVER 60, remarkable older Pennsylvanians who have had an extraordinary impact on the community, the 2015 HALL OF FAME inductees, their PARTNER OF THE YEAR and their work for elder justice. For tickets and sponsorship opportunities visit their website. 

NOVA's 3rd Annual NO BULLying Run
Saturday, June 13, 2015
1 mile fun run starts at 8 a.m. 
5 mile run starts at 8:30 a.m. 
Doylestown Central Park
Kid friendly activities, live entertainment, raffles and silent auction. 

AWARDS: 
· Overall male and female winner for the 5 mile race and one overall winner the one mile fun run. 
· Awards for the first 3 runners in each age group, male and female. 
· Age groups are 12 & under, 13-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70+. No duplicate awards. 
· Overall winners get pulled out of their age groups. 

RACE SHIRTS: 
All pre-registered 5 mile runners will receive a high quality short-sleeve tech tee. Same day 5 mile registrants will receive a shirt based on availability. 
Register now
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[bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting]STOP Grant Reporting for Sexual Assault Services and Services for Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
This is a reminder that STOP Grant Projects will need to report 2015 data on the following:
1) The amount of federal STOP grant funding out of your STOP grant's law enforcement, prosecution and victim services allocations expended during 2015 serving sexual assault clients.  These expenditures must delineate amounts under each component. (For example:  $2,000 Law Enforcement, $1,000 Prosecution, $3,000 Victim Services).
2) The amount of federal STOP grant funding out of your STOP grant's victim service allocation expended during 2015 for serving racial and ethnic minorities including American Indians (including Alaska Natives, Eskimos, and Aleuts); Asian Americans; Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders; Blacks; and Hispanics.  
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[bookmark: _Less_Crime,_Fewer]Less Crime, Fewer Victims Through Justice Reinvestment Initiatives
The Hill, a political newspaper, published an op/ed column that Anne Seymour co-authored with San Diego County Chief Probation Officer Mack Jenkins about NCVRW, justice reinvestment and victims; you can check it out by clicking here.   
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[bookmark: _Better_Pretrial_Decisions]Better Pretrial Decisions Benefit Victims and Communities 
The Pretrial Justice Institute published a blog about victim issues and concerns related to the pretrial phase of their case; please take a moment to check this out by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Free_Checklist_Targeting]Free Checklist Targeting Fraud Released In Recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
The National Center for Victims of Crime and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation have created a series of checklists to help combat the devastating effects of financial crime and to provide individuals with critical information and resources.  The free checklists, released in recognition of National Crime Victims' Rights Week, target the four major areas of financial fraud, including identity theft, investment fraud, mortgage and lending fraud, and mass marketing and other fraud.  These checklists are available below. The checklists complement Taking Action: An Advocate's Guide to Assisting Victims of Financial Fraud and offer prevention tips as well as the contact information for the appropriate agencies to report fraudulent activity.
· Download the Checklists
· Access additional fraud-fighting tools
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[bookmark: _Survey_Regarding_Policing]Survey Regarding Policing and Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault
Vice President Joe Biden announced that the White House will convene a June summit, with potentially more to follow, to discuss the progress and ongoing challenges to preventing and responding to domestic violence and sexual assault. One of several key issues that will be addressed is police conduct and police response to domestic violence and sexual assault. Below is a link to a survey regarding policing and domestic violence/sexual assault that is being distributed nation-wide to a diverse group of organizations who work directly with survivors or who do related policy work. In order to have a fuller picture of how police-community relations impact the policing of domestic violence/sexual assault, and to cast a wider net to hear from a variety of justice organizations including worker rights, immigration, racial justice, LGBTQ rights, etc. Please feel free to share widely and take the survey!
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[bookmark: _Parents_Of_Murdered]Parents Of Murdered Children, Inc National Conference
The 29th annual Parents Of Murdered Children, Inc. (POMC) National Conference is being held in Las Vegas, Nevada on July 30- August 2, 2015, at the JW Marriott in Las Vegas.  The theme for this year's conference is "Remember the Past, Treasure the Present, Embrace the Future.” POMC provides ongoing emotional support, education, prevention, advocacy and awareness programs to thousands of family members of those who have died by violence.  Their conferences provide numerous workshops on traumatic grief, navigating the confusing maze of the judicial and investigative process as well as trainings for both survivors and professionals who serve them. http://www.pomc.com/2015_conference/2015ConferenceBrochureRegistration.pdf 
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[bookmark: _Federal_Funding_Opportunities]Federal Funding Opportunities
There are many Federal funding opportunities that have been published over the past month by the U.S. Department of Justice, and they can be viewed en-masse (note there are three pages of grant opportunities) at grants.gov at http://www.grants.gov/search-grants.html?agencies%3DUSDOJ%7CDepartment%20of%20Justice. 
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[bookmark: _Reexamining_Juvenile_Incarceration][bookmark: _Re-examining_Juvenile_Incarceration]Re-examining Juvenile Incarceration
Growing research shows that locking up lower-level juvenile offenders fails to produce better outcomes than community-based supervision and programming.  The high cost and often poor results of juvenile confinement have led states to expand to alternative approaches.  A new Issues Brief, “Reexamining Juvenile Incarceration” from my colleagues at The Pew Charitable Trusts Public Safety Performance Project is available by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Five_Things_We]Five Things We Know About Sexual Assault Kits
“Five Things We Know About Sexual Assault Kits” is available from the National Institute of Justice by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _OJJDP_Statistical_Briefing]OJJDP Statistical Briefing Book
OJJDP has added new State Juvenile Justice Profiles to its Statistical Briefing Book (SBB).  These profiles provide state level data on a variety of juvenile justice statistical indicators, including population characteristics, juveniles as victims, juvenile arrest rates, and juveniles in corrections. Users can quickly find data for each state and even compare among states. Developed by the National Center for Juvenile Justice, the research division of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, SBB offers easy online access to statistics on a variety of juvenile justice topics. Access the OJJDP Statistical Briefing Book. 
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[bookmark: _Free_Online_Death]Free Online Death Notification Training Program Developed by Penn State University and the FBI
Research shows that the way a death notification is made significantly impacts a family’s grieving process, and can have a ripple effect on potential prosecutions and recovery efforts.  The most valuable death notifications are delivered by trained professionals who utilize best practices, including pre-planning, compassionate notification, and coordinated follow up.  To assist those making death notifications, the FBI and Penn State University developed a no-cost, online training program that includes a survivor video, resources that can be customized and a printable pocket guide that is available nationally and internationally at www.deathnotification.psu.edu.  Questions can be directed to deathnotification@leo.gov. 
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[bookmark: _For_a_Resume,]For a Resume, Type Font Matters
NPR published an article about the use of fonts on resumes.  You can read the article by clicking here.    
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[bookmark: _The_Justice_Reinvestment]
The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, May 27, 2015.  If you would like any training events published in this newsletter, please submit them to Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov by Wednesday, May 20, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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