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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _Register_Now_for]Register Now for the OVS Networking Meetings!
The Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) will be offering three Summer Networking Meetings.  The in-person meetings will be held at three different locations across the state.  Registration for the networking meetings will be done online through WebEx.  The networking meetings will be held from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and lunch will not be provided during this 3 hour time period.
Prior to the meeting, registrants will be asked to provide three topics they wish to discuss during the meeting which will be used to help formulate the agenda.  An Executive Director and a Victim/Witness Coordinator from each region will utilize the agenda to facilitate the networking meeting. 
An hour of each Networking Meeting will include an overview of VSAC’s strategic planning efforts by Lynn Shiner and Kathy Buckley from the Office of Victims’ Services on the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding.   
OVS allows three hours to count towards ongoing training requirements for advocates.

OVS Networking Meeting – Eastern Region (Bucks County)
July 14, 2015
Network of Victim Assistance (NOVA)
Training Room
2370 York Rd, 
Suite B-1
Jamison, PA 18929
Click here to register. 

OVS Networking Meeting – Western Region (Butler County)
July 16, 2015
Cranberry Township Municipal Building
Counsel Chamber Room
2525 Rochester Road
Cranberry Township, PA 16066
Click here to register. 

OVS Networking Meeting – Central Region (Centre County)
July 23, 2015
State College Borough Building
Room 201 (Community Room)
243 South Allen Street
State College, PA 16801
Click here to register. 
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[bookmark: _Attention_all_RASA]Attention all RASA and VOJO Programs - Program Reports Due July 20th
The following program reports will be due in Egrants by July 20, 2015:
· VOJO Final Program Reports – report for last six months (January 1 – June 30, 2015) of current VOJO grants.
· RASA Program Reports – report for first six months (January 1 – June 30, 2015) of current RASA grants.
Please contact Vicki McCloskey at Vmccloskey@pa.gov or (717) 265-8746 if you have any questions or need assistance.
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[bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim_1][bookmark: _Congratulations_to_the][bookmark: _Foundational_Academy][bookmark: _COMPENSATION_CORNER:_][bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System][bookmark: _Governor’s_Victim_Service][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim][bookmark: _Submit_Your_Nominations][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_-_1][bookmark: _2014_Fall_Office][bookmark: _Still_Time_To][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_5][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _ETO_IMPACT_UPDATE:]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings 

The following trainings will be held on June 11, 2015. 
· Loss of Support Clinic – 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Loss of Earnings Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on June 16, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics – 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation – 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on July 1, 2015. 
· Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic – 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Transportation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on July 8, 2015. 
· Motor Vehicle-Related Crime Expenses Clinic – 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Relocation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register.  

The following trainings will be held on July 21, 2015. 
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic – 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· “Wow, That’s Covered by Compensation” – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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[bookmark: _Victims_of_Crime]Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) New Reporting Requirement

In late 2014 the Office of Victims of Crime (OVC) notified all state VOCA administrators it would be changing the reporting/performance measures for federal VOCA funding.  The goal of these changes was to gather information from state VOCA administrators to tell a better story to Congress about how VOCA funds are being used across the United States and its territories to assist and serve victims of crime.  

In early 2015, OVC provided state administrators the ability to review and provide comments on the proposed changes.  OVC is currently in the process of finalizing the new reporting/ performance measures, but has indicated that the new requirements will be released some time during the 2015-2016 reporting period.  

Although the new requirements have not been finalized, OVS is aware that VOCA funded programs will be required to collect and report certain demographic data.  As a result, effective July1, 2015, VOCA funded programs will be responsible for collecting and reporting demographic information in their VOCA program reports.    
 
Click here to view a list of the demographic information VOCA funded programs will be responsible for collecting and reporting beginning July 1, 2015.  We understand that data collection changes take time to implement.  We are ready to work with programs as challenges arise.  Please keep in mind that the demographic information is the first of several possible changes to federal reporting requirements on the VOCA Grant Program, and the OVS will do its best to provide the field with prompt notification of future changes from OVC.  If you have any questions about this new requirement, please feel free to contact Daisy Pagan at (717) 265-8516 or email at dpagan@pa.gov.
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[bookmark: _Gov._Wolf_Films]Gov. Wolf Films NO MORE Video 
Gov. Wolf recently released a video to say NO MORE to domestic violence and sexual assault in our commonwealth. PCADV thanks Gov. Wolf for taking the pledge and telling us why he says NO MORE. Click here to see the video.
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[bookmark: _AWARE:_Cyber_Safety][bookmark: _VOJO_Reporting_Requirements][bookmark: _Congratulations_to_Debra][bookmark: _STOP_TA_Bulletin][bookmark: _The_Protection_of][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_3]Here’s The Scoop
Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
Below are items that were submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!
Protection of Victims of Sexual Violence and Intimidation (PSVI) Act Training hosted by Crime Victims Alliance of Pennsylvania (CVAP)

Monday July 13, 2015
12:30-2pm
Giant Community Meeting Room
3301 Trindle Road, Camp Hill PA
The Protection of Victims of Sexual Violence and Intimidation (PSVI) Act takes effect on July 1, 2015. The PSVI Act provides victims of sexual assault or intimidation who do not share a “family or household” relationship with the defendant a civil remedy that prohibits the offender from having contact with the victim regardless of whether the victim seeks criminal prosecution. Implementation of the PSVI Act directly impacts domestic violence and sexual assault programs, courts, and court-related agencies involved in the civil legal process. Please join Rachel Haynes Pinsker, Senior Attorney with PCADV, Karen Galbraith, Training Projects Specialist with the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape, and Steve Griffith, PFAD specialist from PCADV, for an examination of the PSVI Act. 
This training is approved for 1.5 hours of PCCD Annual Training.
The CVAP General Membership Meeting takes place at 11am-12noon prior to the training.  All are welcome to attend! (Lunch is on your own 12-12:30pm.)
Please contact Cindy Keeney at: ckeeney@adamscounty.us or Angela Keen at: angela@enddvsa.org with any questions or to RSVP.  RSVP is not required but appreciated.
Sign the Pledge to End Gender Violence
Want to join PCADV in saying NO MORE to domestic violence and sexual assault? It’s easy. You can sign the pledge at www.pasaysnomore.com. Don’t forget to share with PCADV that you signed the pledge by tweeting them @PCADVorg and using the hashtag #FathersDayPledgePa.
Center for Victims Conflict Resolution and Mediation Trainings

Conflict Resolution Training: 
Monday, July 20 and Tuesday, July 21 - 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
PCCD Approved Training Hours: 15
Mediation Training: 
Wednesday - Friday, July 22 - 24 - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
PCCD Approved Training Hours:  24
Click here to register. 
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[bookmark: _Law_Enforcement’s_Role]Law Enforcement’s Role in Supporting Victims’ Needs through Pretrial Justice Reform
The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) has published a briefing paper entitled “Law Enforcement’s Role in Supporting Victims’ Needs through Pretrial Justice Reform.”  Across the United States, many police departments have been striving to improve their response to victims, as law enforcement are often the first contact point with victims and the criminal justice system.  However, law enforcement alone cannot fully address all of the critical needs of victims; a systemic approach is necessary to provide comprehensive support to victims.  There are three challenges to meeting the critical needs of victims during the pretrial release/detain decision: (1) measuring risk, (2) managing risk, and (3) preventing the release of dangerous defendants.  These challenges can be met through pragmatic and proven solutions.  You can download this briefing paper by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Resource_Guide:_Commercial]Resource Guide: Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
The Office of Justice Programs Diagnostic Center has published a “Resource Guide: Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.”  This online guide provides resources and publications to help policymakers address commercial sexual exploitation of children at the state, local, and tribal levels. 
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[bookmark: _Crime_Against_Persons]Crime Against Persons with Disabilities, 2009–2013 - Statistical Tables
A Bureau of Justice Statistics survey found violent crime rate in 2013 against persons with disabilities was more than double the age-adjusted rate for persons without disabilities.  Read more in Crime Against Persons with Disabilities, 2009–2013 - Statistical Tables.  In 2013, the rate of violent crime against persons with disabilities (36 per 1,000) was more than twice the age-adjusted rate for persons without disabilities (14 per 1,000). Age-adjusted rates were used because persons with disabilities were generally older than persons without disabilities. Persons who had disabilities experienced an estimated 1.3 million nonfatal violent victimizations, which accounted for about a fifth (21%) of all violent victimizations in 2013. Download the report summary.
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[bookmark: _Through_Our_Eyes:]Through Our Eyes: Children, Violence and Trauma DVD Available
OVC has now made all eight videos of “Through Our Eyes: Children, Violence and Trauma” available in one DVD.  You can order the DVD for free (with nominal shipping charges) from NCJRS by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Federal_Trade_Commission]Federal Trade Commission New Website Available on Identify Theft
The Federal Trade Commission has created a new, separate site identitytheft.gov,  which specifically targets those who are recovering in the aftermath of identity theft.  It features step-by-step instructions, sample checklists and letters, among other resources. The website is also available in Spanish at https://www.robodeidentidad.gov/.  
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[bookmark: _New_Site_for]New Site for Young Adults 
The National Crime Prevention Council (the folks responsible for the McGruff Crime Dog campaigns) has launched a microsite called Smarter (www.ncpc.org/smarter) that focuses on helping 18-to-24-year-olds make “smart” decisions as they enter adulthood.  The site also has an entire area dedicated to financial safety: www.ncpc.org/programs/living-safer-being-smarter/financial-safety. 
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[bookmark: _Law_Enforcement’s_Role_1][bookmark: _Free_Training_Opportunity]Free Training Opportunity Available from the National Immigration Women’s Advocacy Project 
Community of Responders: A Holistic Approach to Working with Survivors of Abuse from July 29 – 30 in New Orleans
This training will focus on responding to immigrant survivors in a trauma informed manner. Training topics include: best practices for working with immigrant survivors in rural communities; interviewing immigrant sexual assault survivors; U and T Visas as crime fighting tools; language access at crime scenes and removing language as a barrier to justice. To view the entire agenda, visit www.niwap.org/go/nola2015/. The training is open to law enforcement, attorneys/prosecutors, and victim advocates; but registration is limited to no more than two attendees from each agency. To register, go to www.niwap.org/training/new-orleans-2015/. For more information, contact Rocio Molina at 240-480-6378 or molina@wcl.american.edu. 
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[bookmark: _Justice_for_Victims]Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act 
President Obama signed the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act into law on 5/29/15. The new law is groundbreaking in many ways including:
· Creates the Domestic Trafficking Victims’ Fund” to finance victims’ services for human trafficking and child pornography survivors. This fund is financed through previously appropriated funds and fines on persons convicted of child pornography, human trafficking, child prostitution, sexual exploitation, and human smuggling offenses.
· The fund will increase the federal resources available for victim support and law enforcement efforts by up to $60 million per year.
· Enhances support for victims, prevention, awareness and enforcement
This is the link to the congressional site for the text of the law:
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/178; and for a summary of the law:
http://poe.house.gov/_cache/files/816531bb-ce26-42ef-9b69-d9b7b95c0e52/justice-for-victims-of-trafficking-act-one-pager-senate-passed-2-.pdf
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[bookmark: _Fact_Sheets_from]Fact Sheets from the Dart Center for Journalism & Trauma
The Dart Center for Journalism & Trauma, publishes fact sheets on crime reporting, children and media coverage, etc.  You can view them by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Webinar_to_Provide]Webinar to Provide information on How Schools and Communities Can Address Campus Sexual Assault
To provide information on how schools and communities can address campus sexual assault, NIJ’s Forensic Science Technology Center of Excellence partnered with Duquesne University to hold a seminar bringing together law enforcement, medical professionals, prosecutors and university staff. This webinar explores the obligations and challenges surrounding Title IX, how campus and criminal investigations can coordinate, the role of a sexual assault nurse examiner, and prosecuting campus sexual assaults. Click here to watch the webinar.  
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[bookmark: _Pretrial,_Probation_and]Pretrial, Probation and Parole Supervision Week Resource Guide
The American Probation and Parole Association has published its online Resource Guide to help communities observe Pretrial, Probation and Parole Supervision Week from July 12 to 18, 2015.  The guide has resources for ensuring that victim issues are addressed, please check it out at http://www.appa-net.org/eweb/Resources/PPPSW_2015/. 
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[bookmark: _The_Price_of]The Price of Jails: Measuring the Taxpayer Cost of Local Incarceration
Jails are far more expensive than previously understood, as significant jail expenditures are paid for by county or municipal general funds and are not reflected in jail budgets, according to The Price of Jails: Measuring the Taxpayer Cost of Local Incarceration, a new report from Vera’s Center on Sentencing and Corrections. Vera researchers surveyed 35 jail jurisdictions from 18 states and found that even the jurisdictions themselves had difficulty pinning down the total cost of a jail or jail system in their community, as significant costs such as employee benefits and inmate medical care are not always included in jail budgets. 
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[bookmark: _National_Institute_of][bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting][bookmark: _Less_Crime,_Fewer][bookmark: _The_Justice_Reinvestment]
The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, June 24, 2015.  If you would like any training events, fund raisers or notable news published in this newsletter, please submit them to Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov by Wednesday, June 17, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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