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· Register Now for the OVS Networking Meetings!
· Attention all RASA and VOJO Programs - Program Reports Due July 20th
· Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings
· PDAI Victim Services Training News
· Compensation Corner – VCAP and Police Reports
· Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) New Reporting Requirement
· Statewide Elder Abuse Hotline
· Forensic Exams:  Model Policy Materials on Evidence Retention, Disposition, Removal
· Here’s The Scoop
· 1 in 5 College Women Say They Were Violated
· National Crime Victims’ Service Award Nominations Due July 30, 2015
· New Report Available on Domestic Violence in Asian and Pacific Islander Homes
· National Sexual Violence Resource Center Publications
· NNEDV Response to Elonis v. United States Decision
· Study: Substance Use Disorder a Predictor of Violent Behavior

Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _Register_Now_for]Register Now for the OVS Networking Meetings!
The Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) will be offering three Summer Networking Meetings.  The in-person meetings will be held at three different locations across the state.  Registration for the networking meetings will be done online through WebEx.  The networking meetings will be held from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and lunch will not be provided during this 3 hour time period.
Prior to the meeting, registrants will be asked to provide three topics they wish to discuss during the meeting which will be used to help formulate the agenda.  An Executive Director and a Victim/Witness Coordinator from each region will utilize the agenda to facilitate the networking meeting. 
An hour of each Networking Meeting will include an overview of VSAC’s strategic planning efforts by Lynn Shiner and Kathy Buckley from the Office of Victims’ Services on the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding.   
OVS allows three hours to count towards ongoing training requirements for advocates.

OVS Networking Meeting – Eastern Region (Bucks County)
July 14, 2015
Network of Victim Assistance (NOVA)
Training Room
2370 York Rd, 
Suite B-1
Jamison, PA 18929
Click here to register. 

OVS Networking Meeting – Western Region (Butler County)
July 16, 2015
Cranberry Township Municipal Building
Counsel Chamber Room
2525 Rochester Road
Cranberry Township, PA 16066
Click here to register. 

OVS Networking Meeting – Central Region (Centre County)
July 23, 2015
State College Borough Building
Room 201 (Community Room)
243 South Allen Street
State College, PA 16801
Click here to register. 
Return to top
[bookmark: _Attention_all_RASA]Attention all RASA and VOJO Programs - Program Reports Due July 20th
The following program reports will be due in Egrants by July 20, 2015:
· VOJO Final Program Reports – report for last six months (January 1 – June 30, 2015) of current VOJO grants.
· RASA Program Reports – report for first six months (January 1 – June 30, 2015) of current RASA grants.
Please contact Vicki McCloskey at Vmccloskey@pa.gov or (717) 265-8746 if you have any questions or need assistance.
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[bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim_1][bookmark: _Congratulations_to_the][bookmark: _Foundational_Academy][bookmark: _COMPENSATION_CORNER:_][bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System][bookmark: _Governor’s_Victim_Service][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim][bookmark: _Submit_Your_Nominations][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_-_1][bookmark: _2014_Fall_Office][bookmark: _Still_Time_To][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_5][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _ETO_IMPACT_UPDATE:]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings 

The following trainings will be held on July 1, 2015. 
· Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic – 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Transportation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on July 8, 2015. 
· Motor Vehicle-Related Crime Expenses Clinic – 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· Relocation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register.  

The following trainings will be held on July 21, 2015. 
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic – 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Click here to register. 
· “Wow, That’s Covered by Compensation” – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on July 28, 2015. 
· Basic Compensation – 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Counseling Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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[bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services]PDAI Victim Services Training News

Register now for the following trainings:

Death Notification 
(Note: This training is open to victim advocates, law enforcement, and prosecutors.)
Thursday, August 20, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The Double Tree by Hilton, Center City, Philadelphia, PA
$25.00 registration fee   
Scholarships are available for this training. Register here 
 
Traumatic Brain Injury and Providing Transformative Services 
Thursday, September 3, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
The Giant Community Center, 
Harrisburg, PA
$25.00 registration fee   
Scholarships are available for this training.  Register here
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[bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_–]Compensation Corner – VCAP and Police Reports
The Victims Compensation Assistance Program (VCAP) requires a police report (unless a PFA was filed) to determine if an eligible crime was committed; the crime was reported within 72 hours; the victim did not engage in conduct that caused the injury; and the victim cooperated with the investigation and prosecution.  The claim process cannot be completed without a police report.  Although VCAP requests the police reports directly from the police department it is helpful if the victim service provider (VSP) is able to obtain a copy of the report to submit with the claim form.  If the VSP is unable to obtain a copy of the police report to submit with the claim form, they can help by providing VCAP with the name of the police department and the police incident number.  It is beneficial for VCAP to have the police incident number as this assists the police departments in locating the police report in a timely manner.  Specifically in cases where the Pennsylvania State Police is the investigating agency, the police incident number is required prior to any requests being made.    
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[bookmark: _Victims_of_Crime_1]Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) New Reporting Requirement

In late 2014 the Office of Victims of Crime (OVC) notified all state VOCA administrators it would be changing the reporting/performance measures for federal VOCA funding.  The goal of these changes was to gather information from state VOCA administrators to tell a better story to Congress about how VOCA funds are being used across the United States and its territories to assist and serve victims of crime.  

In early 2015, OVC provided state administrators the ability to review and provide comments on the proposed changes.  OVC is currently in the process of finalizing the new reporting/ performance measures, but has indicated that the new requirements will be released some time during the 2015-2016 reporting period.  

Although the new requirements have not been finalized, OVS is aware that VOCA funded programs will be required to collect and report certain demographic data.  As a result, effective July1, 2015, VOCA funded programs will be responsible for collecting and reporting demographic information in their VOCA program reports.    
 
Click here to view a list of the demographic information VOCA funded programs will be responsible for collecting and reporting beginning July 1, 2015.  We understand that data collection changes take time to implement.  We are ready to work with programs as challenges arise.  Please keep in mind that the demographic information is the first of several possible changes to federal reporting requirements on the VOCA Grant Program, and the OVS will do its best to provide the field with prompt notification of future changes from OVC.  If you have any questions about this new requirement, please feel free to contact Daisy Pagan at (717) 265-8516 or email at dpagan@pa.gov.
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[bookmark: _Statewide_Elder_Abuse]Statewide Elder Abuse Hotline

The newly created Protective Services Office, located within the PA Department of Aging, is responsible for services that protect older Pennsylvanians against fraud, abuse, neglect, exploitation and abandonment.  The Office directs the administration of the Older Adults Protective Services Act through their partnership with the area agencies on aging (AAAs) in each county.  The Office is responsible for developing and assuring quality implementation of local protective services programs, policies and procedures, providing technical assistance to the AAAs, carrying out staff training, and collecting data on elder abuse, neglect and exploitation.  The Office also ensures that criminal history background checks are processed expeditiously and correctly for individuals who want to work at specified long term care facilities and who have not been residents of Pennsylvania for two consecutive years preceding their application for employment.

The Department of Aging urges anyone who suspects abuse of an older adult to call their local AAA office or the statewide abuse hotline at 1-800-490-8505.  This line is available 24/7 and reporters can be anonymous. 
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[bookmark: _Forensic_Exams:_]Forensic Exams:  Model Policy Materials on Evidence Retention, Disposition, Removal
Law enforcement agencies face unique challenges handling evidence in sexual assault cases. In addition to guidelines for storing specific forms of biological and non-biological evidence, policies and procedures must address forensic evidence kits that have been collected when the victim has not yet decided to personally report to law enforcement and kits from victims who have reported the crime, but are subsequently unable to participate in the process of the investigation.
End Violence Against Women International has created Model Policy Materials to provide law enforcement guidance when developing policies and procedures for the retention, disposition, and removal of evidence. The document contains original material, up-to-date scientific information from a variety of reputable sources, and practical tools shared by law enforcement agencies.
Highlights in the document include:
· Detailed information on packaging and storing biological evidence, managing items in a sexual assault forensic evidence kit, collecting evidence in cases of suspected drug and alcohol facilitated sexual assault, documentation and tracking of evidence, and evidence disposal;
· Evidence retention guidelines for various case dispositions, with particular attention to the unique dynamics of sexual assault cases (including victim and perpetrator characteristics and potential intersections with misdemeanor sex crimes);
· A list of evidence retention laws by state; and
· Sample forms and procedures.
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[bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_1]Here’s The Scoop
Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
Below are items that were submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!
Sexual Assault Resource and Counseling Centers of Schuylkill and Lebanon Counties
August 14, 2015
5:00 p.m. 
9th & Cumberland Streets
Lebanon, PA 
Call (717) 270-6972 x 350 to register or visit www.sarcclebanon.org
SAVE THE DATES:
Crime Victims Alliance of PA (CVAP) will be holding membership meetings followed by a 90 minute training on: July 13th, September 14th and November 9th.  Meetings are 11am-12noon and trainings begin at 12:30 pm; lunch is on your own.  All meetings/trainings are at the Giant in Camp Hill, PA in the Community Rooms on the second floor.
Training topics for the remainder of the calendar year include:
July 13th: Understanding the New Protection of Victims of Sexual Violence or Intimidation Act.  OVS allows 1.5 hours to count towards ongoing training requirements for advocates .  Presenters include PCAR and PCADV.
September 14th: A round table discussion of the new Child Protective Laws and the impacts on victims and victims’ services.  
November 9th:  Current issues/trends and updates on the status of services provided to victims of juvenile offenders and the Juvenile Justice System in Pennsylvania.  
Please contact Angela Keen at akeendbadjie@gmail.com or Cindy Keeney at ckeeney@adascounty.us for more information on the trainings or how to become a member of CVAP.
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[bookmark: _1_in_5]1 in 5 College Women Say They Were Violated
One in five women who attended college in the past four years say they were sexually assaulted, and 25% of young women and 7% of young men reported “unwanted sexual incidents”.  This is a survey report, from the Washington Post-Kaiser Family Foundation poll which you can read by clicking here.  
There's a report that a college rape prevention initiative in Canada resulted in dramatically lowered reports of sexual assault.
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[bookmark: _National_Crime_Victims’]National Crime Victims’ Service Award Nominations Due July 30, 2015
Through the National Crime Victims’ Service Awards (NCVSA), the Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) recognizes extraordinary individuals, organizations, teams, and programs that demonstrate outstanding achievements in supporting victims and victim services.  Each year, the recipients are honored at the National Crime Victims’ Service Awards Ceremony in Washington, D.C. during National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. In addition to the existing award categories, this year OVC has announced a new award category, the Tomorrow’s Leaders Award. This award seeks to honor and highlight youth up to 24 years of age who have dedicated their efforts to supporting victims of crime.  View all of the award categories and nominate a deserving individual, organization, team, or program through the Online Nomination Form. Nominations are due July 30, 2015.Visit the NCVSA website to learn more about submission and nominee guidelines, including FAQs . 
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[bookmark: _New_Report_Available]New Report Available on Domestic Violence in Asian and Pacific Islander Homes
The Asian Pacific Institute on Gender-Based Violence has compiled a report following a review of published and unpublished studies and reports in the United States on the experiences of Asian victims/survivors of domestic violence.   Download the report at Facts & Stats Report: Domestic Violence in Asian and Pacific Islander Homes, Updated 2015.
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[bookmark: _National_Sexual_Violence]National Sexual Violence Resource Center Publications
The following publications are from the National Sexual Violence Resource Center:  
“Culture, Language and Access: Key Considerations for Serving Deaf Survivors of Domestic and Sexual Violence” is a policy brief; and “Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) Functioning and Effectiveness: Findings from the National SART Project, is a report to the National Institute of Justice.  You can access both documents at http://www.nsvrc.org/publications. 
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[bookmark: _NNEDV_Response_to]NNEDV Response to Elonis v. United States Decision
The National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV) offers a summary and response to the US Supreme Court decision in Elonis v. United States, relevant to online threats and harassment: http://nnedv.org/news/4483-elonis-scotus-decision.html.  
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[bookmark: _Study:_Substance_Use]Study: Substance Use Disorder a Predictor of Violent Behavior
There is a study that points to substance abuse behaviors as a significant predictor of violent behavior in male juveniles.  You can view it by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Victims_of_Crime][bookmark: _National_Institute_of][bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting][bookmark: _Less_Crime,_Fewer][bookmark: _The_Justice_Reinvestment]The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, July 8, 2015.  If you would like any training events, fund raisers or notable news published in this newsletter, please submit them to Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov by Wednesday, July 1, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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