[image: C:\Users\mattleonar\Desktop\logo 3.jpg]Josh Shapiro
Chairman
Linda Rosenberg
Executive Director

OVS NewsLetter
August 5, 2015

In this Issue... 
· Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings
· STOP Webinars
· PDAI Victim Services Training News
· Criminal Justice System Planner Civil Service Test Now Open!
· The Commonwealth Victim Advocate and Pennsylvania State Police Improve Notification to Victims of Sexually Violent Predators
· Here’s The Scoop
· STOP Grant Reporting for Sexual Assault Services and Services for Racial/Ethnic Minorities
· Keep Calm and Understand Elonis v. U.S.
· Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 2014
· Slate Published Survivor Stories Series
· Childhood Trauma and Its Effects: Implications for Police
· Sexual Assault Support & Help for Americans Abroad Program
· New Report Released by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
· Most Violent States in the United States
· What To Do If An Abuser Violates A Personal Protection Order
· Job Opportunity Available through Equal Justice USA
· As Seen on Dateline: Talking to Your Kids about Sexual Assault
· What A First Kiss Feels Like After A Sexual Assault
· One Simple Idea That Could Reduce Domestic Violence
· Federal Agents In Pittsburgh Get 4th Conviction In Human Trafficking Crackdown
· The Myths of Child Prostitution
· A New Normal:  Ten Things I’ve Learned About Trauma

Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic, Advanced-Counseling, Transportation Expenses, Restitution and much more!
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
· Training/Networking Opportunities
· Additional RASA/VOJO/VOCA Approved Training
· 2015 Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute Victim Services Training

[bookmark: _PCCD_is_now][bookmark: _Register_Now_for][bookmark: _Attention_all_RASA][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim_1][bookmark: _Congratulations_to_the][bookmark: _Foundational_Academy][bookmark: _COMPENSATION_CORNER:_][bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System][bookmark: _Governor’s_Victim_Service][bookmark: _2015_Governor’s_Victim][bookmark: _Submit_Your_Nominations][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_-_1][bookmark: _2014_Fall_Office][bookmark: _Still_Time_To][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_5][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _ETO_IMPACT_UPDATE:]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings  

The following training will be held on August 12, 2015. 
· DAVE Training – 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on August 18, 2015. 
· Loss of Support Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register.  
· Funeral & Burial Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register.  

The following trainings will be held on August 27, 2015.  
· Transportation Expenses Clinic – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Crime-Scene Cleanup Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register.  

The following trainings will be held on September 2, 2015.  
· Relocation Expenses Clinic - 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Motor Vehicle – Related Crime Expenses Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on September 10, 2015.  
· Resitution Basics – 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Click here to register.  
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic – 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Click here to register. 
· Counseling Expesnse Clinic – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Click here to register. 

The following trainings will be held on September 25, 2015.  
· “Wow, That’s Covered by Compensation – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm. Click here to register. 
· Basic Compensation -1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Click here to register.  

The following training will be held on December 8, 2015. 
· Restitution Basics – 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Click here to register.  

All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.
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[bookmark: _STOP_Webinars]STOP Webinars
On July 24, 2015 the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape held a webinar on Meaningfully addressing Sexual Assault under the STOP Grant. The live recording of this session is now available by clicking here.   
On July 29, 2015 the Office of Victims’ Services held an informational session on the STOP Competitive Application Process for 2016-2018.  The live recording of this webinar is now available by clicking here.   
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[bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services_2]PDAI Victim Services Training News
Register now for the following trainings.

Death Notification (Note: This training is open to victim advocates, law enforcement, and prosecutors
Thursday, August 20, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The Double Tree by Hilton, 
Center City, Philadelphia, PA
$25.00 registration fee
Scholarships are available for this training.
Register here.
Traumatic Brain Injury and Providing Transformative Services 
Thursday, September 3, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The Giant Community Center, 
Harrisburg, PA
$25.00 registration fee   
Scholarships are available for this training.
Register here.
Foundational Academy
Wednesday, October 28-30, 2015
The Atherton Hotel
State College, PA
There is no registration fee for the Foundational Academy for individuals required to attend.  Individuals not required to attend will be charged a $100 course registration fee.  For all attendees, all training materials will be provided, as well as breakfast and lunch each day. Other meals will be at the participants’ expense.
Register here.
Please direct questions to Donna Hull, Victim Services Training/ SAVIN Consultant at donna@dhullconsulting.com or  484-947-4837. 
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[bookmark: _Criminal_Justice_System_1][bookmark: _Pennsylvania_Chiefs_of_1]Criminal Justice System Planner Civil Service Test Now Open! 
Attention Victim Service Professionals:
Are you looking for professional growth and challenges in the field of victim services?
Are you interested in making a difference in the lives of Pennsylvania’s crime victims?
Then join the staff of the Office of Victims’ Services.

If you want to…
· Be on the forefront of funding victim service initiatives
· Have a say in policies that affect crime victims and victim services
· Aid crime victims through direct service and compensation assistance
…then think about becoming a Criminal Justice System Planner! 
Who are we?

The Office of Victims’ Services at the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) is responsible for providing funding, compensation assistance, advocacy, and awareness of victims’ rights on behalf of crime victims. 

PCCD is a state agency offering a comprehensive benefits package, including 11 paid holidays, and a competitive salary.  PCCD, in Harrisburg, is centrally located with easy access to major cities. 
How do you apply?
Civil service applications are available online at www.scsc.state.pa.us for Criminal Justice System Planner 1-Job Code 78400, and Criminal Justice System Planner 2-Job Code 78410.  For more information call Theresa Ford at 717-265-8469 or 800-692-7292. 
Return to top
[bookmark: _The_Commonwealth_Victim]The Commonwealth Victim Advocate and Pennsylvania State Police Improve Notification to Victims of Sexually Violent Predators
The Commonwealth’s Victim Advocate Jennifer Storm and Pennsylvania State Police Captain Scott Price announced a new partnership on July 28, 2015 that ensures all victims receive timely notification when a sexually violent predator is identified by the courts.  To view the full press release click here.  Visit the Office of the Victim Advocate’s Website for more information on SVP notifications.  
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[bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services_1][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_–_1][bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK27][bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_–][bookmark: _Here’s_The_Scoop_1]Here’s The Scoop
Here’s the Scoop is a service that the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) is providing to our partners in the field.  Here’s the Scoop is an area in the biweekly OVS Newsletter where you and your agency can have the opportunity to share your upcoming events and fund raisers with colleagues, friends or those with a vested interest in victim services across the state.  This publication is here to assist you with telling others about important news and significant events at your program or agency.  
Below are items that were submitted to be included, so here’s the scoop!
CAC Coach Bag Bingo - Tickets on sale August 3rd!
Friday, September 25, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 
Doors Open @ 5:15 p.m.
St. Anne’s Ukrainian Church Bingo Hall
1545 Easton Road, Warrington, PA 18976
$30.00 per ticket
All proceeds will support the Bucks County Children’s Advocacy Center. Find out more info about the Bucks County Child Advocacy Center at www.buckscac.org. Reserve your tickets by calling 267-927-0639 or by visiting www.buckscac.org.  Purchase Tickets 

Domestic Violence Intervention (DVI) of Lebanon County, Inc.
Clothesline Project
Domestic Violence Awareness Month Kick-Off
OCTOBER 4, 2015
11am—2pm Monument Park
*FREE REFRESHMENTS*
Display continues
OCTOBER 5—31
Lebanon Valley Mall

Would you like to contribute to the display?  It’s easy!  Find or buy a blank t-shirt.  The color doesn’t matter or contact us and we’ll give you one for free.  To get a shirt from us:  contact Jennifer Snyder, (717) 273-7154, execdir@dviolc.org.  Then decorate it however you like.  Share your story of survival, or that of a loved one, write an inspiring message of hope, or let your community know where you stand on domestic violence.  Just no names please. Be creative! But keep in mind your shirt will be exposed to outdoor conditions.

You may also visit us at one of our live t-shirt decorating events:

July 28 – Lebanon Area Fair Community Night, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., North Hall

August 8 – Lebanon Valley Mall, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

September 4 – First Friday Art Walk, LV Council on the Arts, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

September 19 – Lebanon Farmers Market, 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

To learn more about the Clothesline Project:  www.clotheslineproject.org
Return to top
[bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Reporting_1]STOP Grant Reporting for Sexual Assault Services and Services for Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
This is a reminder that STOP Grant Projects will need to report 2015 data on the following:
1) The amount of federal STOP grant funding out of your STOP grant's law enforcement, prosecution and victim services allocations expended during 2015 serving sexual assault clients.  These expenditures must delineate amounts under each component. (For example:  $2,000 Law Enforcement, $1,000 Prosecution, $3,000 Victim Services).
2) The amount of federal STOP grant funding out of your STOP grant's victim service allocation expended during 2015 for serving racial and ethnic minorities including American Indians (including Alaska Natives, Eskimos, and Aleuts); Asian Americans; Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders; Blacks; and Hispanics.  
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[bookmark: _Keep_Calm_and]Keep Calm and Understand Elonis v. U.S.
Webinar | August 14, 2015 | 2:00PM - 3:15PM EDT
Presented by Teresa M. Garvey, AEquitas Attorney Advisor and 
Joan Meier, Legal Director, Domestic Violence Legal Empowerment and Appeals Project (DV LEAP) 
The recent decision of Elonis v. United States, 135 S.Ct. 2001 (2015), in which the United States Supreme Court reversed the defendant’s conviction for posting on his Facebook page threats to harm his wife and others, has caused a good deal of concern among prosecutors, civil attorneys representing victims in protective order proceedings, law enforcement, and advocates. Will the decision make it harder to prosecute those who threaten and stalk their victims over the Internet? Will it make it harder for victims to obtain protective orders based on such conduct? Will the ability to protect victims and hold offenders accountable be compromised by the expedient of a defendant’s invoking the First Amendment?
This webinar will explain, through analysis of the Court’s opinion, what the opinion means for victims and for the allied professionals who support them and why the Elonis decision is not cause for alarm. The webinar will also suggest strategies in charging and presenting evidence in cases involving threats or stalking on public forums such as Facebook, to maximize the likelihood of a conviction that will stand up on appeal.
The webinar will include a question-and-answer period, so bring your state-specific questions with you! Both presenters have extensive appellate backgrounds, and Joan Meier, a professor of Clinical Law at George Washington University, authored an amicus brief in the Elonis case. Click here to register.
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[bookmark: _Indicators_of_School]Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 2014
The Bureau of Justice Statistics has released "Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 2014.” This annual report provides data on school crime and student safety. The indicators in this report are based on a variety of data sources, including national surveys of students, teachers, principals, and postsecondary institutions.  Topics covered include victimization at school, teacher injuries, bullying and cyberbullying, school conditions, fights, weapons, availability and student use of drugs and alcohol, student perceptions of personal safety at school, and crime at postsecondary institutions. 
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[bookmark: _Slate_Published_Survivor]Slate Published Survivor Stories Series
Slate has published the first of a series of six survivor stories by writer/editor Mark Obbie, who has been working as a Soros Justice Media fellow.  Please take a moment to check out this first article by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Childhood_Trauma_and]Childhood Trauma and Its Effects: Implications for Police
The National Institute of Justice has released “Childhood Trauma and Its Effects: Implications for Police.”  This bulletin summarizes the effects of ongoing trauma on young children, how these effects impair adolescent and young adult development and functioning, and the possible implications of this for policing. The author examines how children from poor communities of color are particularly at risk due to their additional exposure to street violence.
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[bookmark: _Sexual_Assault_Support]Sexual Assault Support & Help for Americans Abroad Program
The Sexual Assault Support & Help for Americans Abroad Program, SASHAA, has launched a new resource to assist American citizens and legal permanent residents who are sexually assaulted in a foreign country while studying or traveling overseas.  Over 80 million Americans travel overseas every year.  SASHAA, was created to ensure americans victimized in a foreign country have immediate access to services no matter where they are in the world.  SASHAA case managers provide an informed, compassionate response, as well as advocacy and assistance navigating medical, law enforcement and legal options.  This support is continued long term, including counseling and other services.  The program can be reached 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from overseas by calling an international toll free hotline, 866-USWOMEN, via the AT&T Direct Access code for each country.  Instructions can be found on the SASHAA website, www.sashaa.org.  Other forms of communication include a live chat feature on the SASHAA website, and a crisis email: crisis@866uswomen.org.  If the caller is more comfortable communicating in a foreign language, SASHAA advocates and case managers have access to a language bank.  For more information please visit www.sashaa.org or email Alix Allison, Global Safety Net Coordinator, at alix@866uswomen.org. 
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[bookmark: _New_Report_Released]New Report Released by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) has released a report showing a significant decline in underage alcohol consumption among youth aged 12 to 20 between 2002 and 2013.  The report indicates a drop in underage binge drinking but finds alcohol to still be the most widely used substance among America’s youth. 
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[bookmark: _Most_Violent_States]Most Violent States in the United States
An article in the Huffington Post tells about the most violent states in the U.S. at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/most-violent-states_55ad028be4b0d2ded39f5ca4?. 
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[bookmark: _What_To_Do]What To Do If An Abuser Violates A Personal Protection Order
Domesticshelters.org offers three important tips about “What To Do If An Abuser Violates A Personal Protection Order”.  You can access the article by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _Job_Opportunity_Available]Job Opportunity Available through Equal Justice USA
Equal Justice USA (EJUSA) seeks a smart, experienced grant writer to help non-traditional victims service providers apply for VOCA funding.  This is a unique role because you will not be writing grants for EJUSA.  Instead, you’ll be working with a range of victims service providers that work with underserved communities, bringing them access to a grant writer at no cost to them.  The ideal candidate will have experience writing VOCA grants, familiarity with the victim services field, a commitment to racial justice, and comfort working with smaller organizations. See the full post by clicking here.  
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[bookmark: _As_Seen_on]As Seen on Dateline: Talking to Your Kids about Sexual Assault
Click here to view information from RAINN and NBC’s Dateline who worked closely together for an episode of Dateline’s “My Kid Would Never Do That” series that dealt with teens and sexual assault. 
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[bookmark: _It’s_Never_Too]It’s Never Too Early To Teach Children About Consent And Boundaries
Click here to read an article published in the Washington Post regarding teaching children about boundaries and consent.  
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[bookmark: _What_A_First]What A First Kiss Feels Like After A Sexual Assault
The following article was published in the Washington Post.  Click here to read.  
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[bookmark: _One_Simple_Idea]One Simple Idea That Could Reduce Domestic Violence
Many victims can't afford lawyers. What if we gave them one for free? The following article was published in the Huffington Post.  Click here to read.  
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[bookmark: _Federal_Agents_In]Federal Agents In Pittsburgh Get 4th Conviction In Human Trafficking Crackdown
Click here to read an article published in TribLive regarding a 2 year effort by the Attorney General’s Office on Human Trafficking.  
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[bookmark: _The_Myth_of][bookmark: _The_Myths_of]The Myths of Child Prostitution
Click here to read an article published on CNN regarding the Myths of Child Prostitution.  
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[bookmark: _A_New_Normal:]A New Normal:  Ten Things I’ve Learned About Trauma
Click here to read A New Normal:  Ten Things I’ve Learned About Trauma.  
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The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, August 19, 2015.  If you would like any training events, fund raisers or notable news published in this newsletter, please submit them to Renee Bressler at rebressler@pa.gov by Wednesday, August 12, 2015.


You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Renee Bressler at (717) 265-8730 or via email at rebressler@pa.gov.
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