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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION ON CRIME AND DELINQUENCY 

 
MINUTES OF COMMISSION MEETING 
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James E. Anderson, Commissioner 
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Chairman Shapiro called the September 14, 2016 meeting of the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 
Delinquency (PCCD) to order at 10:05 a.m.  A quorum of members was present.  The first order of 
business was to review the Minutes from the June 8, 2016 Meeting

 

.  There was no public comment on the 
minutes.  Commissioner Ryan made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 8, 2016 PCCD 
meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Damiani seconded the motion and the minutes were approved by 
unanimous vote. 

The next item on the agenda was the Chairman’s Report

 

.  Chairman Shapiro introduced a new 
Commission member, Rick Steele, who is the new Executive Director of the Juvenile Court Judges’ 
Commission (JCJC).  Chairman Shapiro noted that although Commissioner Heckler has retired as the 
District Attorney of Bucks County, he will remain with PCCD in his roles as Commissioner and 
Chairman of the Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) Advisory Committee (CACAC).   

Next, Chairman Shapiro discussed the situation in Adams County where numerous local residents were 
defrauded by the owner of a cemetery.  The owner should have had $1.5 million in escrow for prepaid 
funeral arrangements, but instead had less than $40,000.  In August, the Victims Compensation 
Assistance Program (VCAP) deployed a team to Adams County to review claim requests, and in some 
cases, provide immediate reimbursement.  Three-hundred and one claims were reviewed, 245 claims were 
approved, and $493,955.05 was paid to victims.  Chairman Shapiro thanked Kathy Buckley, Jeff 
Blystone, and the Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) for their quick and creative action to support victims 
in this community.   
 
Chairman Shapiro stated that the Justice Reinvestment Initiative (JRI) continues to make significant 
progress and the next meeting is scheduled for this afternoon.  The group will receive a presentation on 
recidivism reduction, historical sentencing options and their outcomes, and system challenges and 
corresponding potential policy options.  The final JRI meeting is scheduled for December 14, 2016, at 
which time the group will formally come together around policy recommendations for the legislature and 
the Governor.  The goal is to complete this work by the end of the calendar year so a package of 
recommendations can be presented to the General Assembly at the beginning of their two-year term.  All 
the information from the JRI process is available on the PCCD website.   
 
Finally, Chairman Shapiro said the Law Enforcement Executive Policy Board, which is made up of law 
enforcement leaders from across the Commonwealth, is working to tackle some of the issues that are 
unique to law enforcement.  One such issue is the use of body-worn cameras.  The legislature has spent a 
great deal of time on this issue, and the Board is considering policy implications.  During a conference 
call, the previous week, the Board agreed to speak with one voice in a letter outlining specific policy 
proposals and ideas to be presented to the legislative leaders upon their return to session on Monday.  
That letter will be shared with any Commission member that is interested in seeing it once it is drafted 
and approved by the members of the Board.  Commissioner Lavery asked if there has been an opportunity 
for the Policy Board to consult with victims’ services yet.  Commissioner Rumburg added that the 
Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape (PCAR) has research that could be helpful.  Chairman Shapiro said 
including the voice of victims’ service would be terrific. 
 
Next on the agenda was the Executive Director’s Report.  Derin Myers began his report by noting that 
PCCD has had issues filling its entry-level planner staff positions, but progress has been made over the 
last several weeks in filling those positions and in identifying the underlying issues with the civil service 
postings.  As the Commission is aware, there was a significant increase in the Victims of Crime Act 
(VOCA) federal award.  As funds have been awarded, the complement has been increased accordingly.  
There is an increased level of accountability in regards to those funds, and PCCD wants to be positioned 
to meet the new standards and to provide assistance to those who administer the dollars.  Mr. Myers noted 
that this week the federal VOCA program staff person is on site to do monitoring of all the VOCA 
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awards.  Mr. Myers also anticipates a visit from the audit team of the Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office 
of the Inspector General.   
 
Mr. Myers said PCCD is in the process of developing the fiscal year 2017-2018 budget, and there have 
been productive conversations in two areas.  The first area involves coordination with PCCD’s state 
partners on Pennsylvania’s delinquency prevention efforts.  Delinquency prevention programs funded 
across state agencies will be identified and a statewide delinquency prevention approach to spending is 
being considered.  Several years ago the state appropriation for these efforts was $16 million and now it is 
in the neighborhood of $3.5 to $4 million.  The second area is about efficiencies in the Statewide 
Automated Victim Information and Notification (SAVIN) system.  There has been an indication that the 
vendor who supplies those services to the country is making a dramatic system change, which could cost 
the Commonwealth and other states a significant amount of money.  Pennsylvania wants to be prepared 
for a scenario that significantly increases the cost of the system. 
 
Mr. Myers said that a portion of the JRI savings in the 2015-2016 budget is earmarked to support 
innovative policing programs and county probation programs.  It is our intention to release funding to 
support police departments implementing body cameras if needed issues are resolved.  A county 
probation funding announcement will be released toward the end of the month in support of adult 
probation strategic planning.  
 
Mr. Myers said analysis of the expenditures and revenue of the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff Training Fund 
has been completed.  A sustained increase in the overall cost of operating the program was identified 
which is not matched by a sustained increase in the revenue to the fund.  PCCD is working with its 
partners to increase the fees that support this training program.  The fee has not been increased since 
1999.   
 
Mr. Myers said the Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) funding announcement has closed with 60 
applications received requesting $6.3 million.  The applications will be vetted through the Advisory 
Committees and presented to the Commission for consideration at the December meeting.  With $5.4 
million available, a good portion of the projects should be funded following the review.   
 
Finally, Mr. Myers mentioned that PCCD participated in the National Criminal Justice Association 
(NCJA) Conference in late July.  Luanne Melia and Kirsten Kenyon played a large role in planning the 
event, and several staff members presented regarding the good work being done by PCCD.  Chairman 
Shapiro participated in the opening plenary, along with Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney, Philadelphia 
District Attorney Seth Williams, and Corrections Secretary John Wetzel. 
 
The Criminal Justice Advisory Committee Report was next on the agenda.  Commissioner Vereb shared 
highlights from the August 10, 2016 Criminal Justice Advisory Committee (CJAC) meeting.  Deputy 
Secretary Dennis Marion gave an update on the Department of Human Services’ (DHS) Centers of 
Excellence that will be comprised of extended care teams to address the opioid crisis.  Twenty sites will 
receive funding, with the long-term goal of establishing approximately 50 Centers of Excellence 
throughout the Commonwealth.   
 
PCCD is hosting four regional law enforcement technology forums designed to educate and share 
information with the law enforcement community.  The forums focus on Pillar Three, “Technology and 
Social Media,” and Pillar Five, “Training and Education,” two of the pillars from the President’s Task 
Force on 21st Century Policing Report.  The first forum was held on September 1, with the remaining 
three to be held on September 22, October 4, and October 12.  Registration is available on PCCD’s 
website, and there are currently over 400 registrants.   
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Commissioner Vereb noted that staff provided CJAC with an update to the Delegation of Authority that 
was approved at the June Commission meeting for up to $300,000 in state funds to establish new problem 
solving courts.  Three applications were awarded grants of $100,000 each to establish one new Veterans 
Court and two Drug Treatment Courts. 
 
1. Commissioner Vereb made a motion for the approval of seven (7) initial applications requesting up to 

$1,625,104 in federal Justice Reinvestment Initiative (JRI) funds to support Pennsylvania’s initiative 
to pilot the pretrial diversion of individuals with drug and alcohol and/or co-occurring disorders 
from incarceration and into treatment.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jones. 
 
• Lebanon County Commissioners, “Pretrial Assessment and Placement” – 2015-PD-01-26868 

$235,990 
• York County Commissioners, “York County Pretrial Enhancement Project” – 2015-PD-01-26918 

$236,000 
• Lackawanna County Commissioners, “Lackawanna County Pretrial Services Program” –  

2015-PD-01-26977 
$228,444 

• Delaware County Executive Director, “Delaware County Pretrial Heroin Recovery Program” – 
2015-PD-01-27008 
$234,264 

• Franklin County Commissioners, “Franklin County Pretrial Drug and Alcohol Diversion” –  
2015-PD-01-27065 
$236,000 

• Washington County Commissioners, “Pretrial Drug and Alcohol Initiative” – 2015-PD-01-27085 
$223,782 

• Mifflin County Commissioners, “Pre-Trial Drug and Alcohol Pilot Project” – 2015-PD-01-27126 
$230,624 
 

With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, 
Steele, Storm, Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro 

 
2. Commissioner Vereb made a motion for the approval of one (1) initial contract requesting up to 

$150,000 in federal Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) funds to support county jail-
based Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) training and technical assistance.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Heckler. 
 
• Jail-Based MAT Training and Technical Assistance 

$150,000 
 

With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
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Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, 
Steele, Storm, Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro 
 

3. Commissioner Vereb made a motion for the approval of one (1) augmentation of $28,133 in Paul 
Coverdell National Forensic Science Improvement funds to the existing Cumberland County 
Integrated Laboratory Information Management System (LIMS) project awarded to the Pennsylvania 
Chiefs of Police Association (PCPA).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lavery. 
 
• Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association, “Cumberland County Integrated LIMS’ – 

2011/2013/2014-JG/JG/FS-06/01 
$28,133 
 

With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, Marsico, 
McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, Steele, Storm, 
Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro, Commissioner King 
 

4. Commissioner Vereb made a motion for the approval of one (1) augmentation of up to $571,193 in 
Substance Abuse Education and Demand Reduction (SAEDR) funds to the existing Master Agreement 
for the Heroin Overdose Prevention Technical Assistance Center project awarded to the University of 
Pittsburgh Program Evaluation Research Unit (PERU).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Rumburg. 
 
• University of Pittsburgh-Program Evaluation Research Unit, “Heroin Overdose Prevention 

Technical Assistance Center (Master Agreement) 
$571,193 
 

With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, Steele, Storm, 
Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
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Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro, Commissioner Mulvey 
 

5. Commissioner Vereb made a motion for the approval of a delegation of authority to the PCCD 
Executive Director to approve, with the approval of the Chairman of PCCD and the Chairman of 
CJAC, in consultation with the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole (PBPP), up to 
$2,138,000 in JRI state funds to provide the resources for county probation improvement, to support 
initiatives that are consistent with the County Chief Adult Probation and Parole Officers Association 
of Pennsylvania Evidence-Based Practices 2016-2018 Strategic Plan.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Anderson. 
 
Commissioner Delaney asked how the money will be allocated among the counties.  Bob Merwine 
said it will be a competitive process.  Mr. Myers explained that the funding announcement will be 
released shortly, and if we waited to bring the grants before the Commission for approval at the 
December meeting, counties would only have six months to utilize the funds.  Requesting a 
delegation of authority provides the counties with more time to utilize those resources. 

 
With no further discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  
The motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, Marsico, 
McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, Steele, Storm, 
Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro, Commissioner Dunn 

 
The Victims’ Services Advisory Committee (VSAC) Report

 

 was next on the agenda.  Commissioner 
Delaney noted that funds were available to the victims in the Adams County situation as described by 
Chairman Shapiro because they were assessed and collected from offenders.  Commission Delaney 
explained the background of the first action item, and recused himself from the discussion and vote due to 
a conflict of interest. 

1. Commissioner Storm made a motion for the approval of ninety-two (92) initial applications 
requesting up to $28,838,170 in federal VOCA funds to support the provision of direct services to 
victims of crime.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anderson.  An index listing the 
applications is attached to the minutes. 
 
Chairman Shapiro asked why some applications were not recommended for approval.  Ms. Buckley 
said those applications either requested funding for ineligible activities under the current VOCA 
guidelines, or the applications did not meet the specifications outlined by the funding announcement.  
OVS is willing and able to speak to any of these applicants to debrief them on their applications.    

 
With no further discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  
The motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, Dunn, 

Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Marion, Marsico, Mulvey, Onama, Ryan, 
Steele, Storm, Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Zapp, Zottola 
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Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining: Chairman Shapiro, Commissioner Delaney, Lavery, McConnell, Michalik, 

Rieland, Rumburg, Wolf 
 
Commissioner Storm yielded the floor back to Commissioner Delaney. 
 

2. Commissioner Delaney made a motion for the approval of one (1) initial application requesting up to 
$465,665 in federal VOCA funds to State Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD).  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Rumburg. 
 
• Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), “MADD Pennsylvania VOCA 2016-2019” – 26706 

$465,665 allocated as follows: $40,040 (Butler County); $103,052 (Delaware County); $117,712 
(Montgomery County); and $204,861 (State Office) 
 

With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, 
Steele, Storm, Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro 
 

3. Commissioner Delaney made a motion for the approval of one (1) initial application requesting up to 
$532,866 in federal Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP) funds to the Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Rape.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Storm. 
 
• Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape, “Sexual Assault Services Program” – 2016-SV-01-27215 

$532,866 
 

With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Rieland, Ryan, Steele, Storm, Turner, 
Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro, Commissioner Onama, Rumburg 
 

4. Commissioner Delaney made a motion for the approval of one (1) augmentation requesting up to 
$33,300 in federal STOP Violence Against Women funds to the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Turner. 
 
• Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape, “STOP 2016-2018” – 26420 
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$33,300 
 

With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Ryan, Steele, Storm, 
Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro, Commissioner Rumburg 
 

The next item on the agenda was the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Committee (JJDPC) 
Report.

 

  Commissioner Anderson said JJDPC met on August 16, 2016 and began to lay the foundation for 
what will be the 2017 Pennsylvania Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Plan to the Governor.  
Committee members and staff will continue to work together over the next several months to develop that 
plan. 

1. Commissioner Anderson made a motion for the approval of one (1) initial application requesting up 
to $683,107 in Violence Prevention Program (VPP) funds to Pennsylvania State University’s 
Prevention Research Center to subcontract with the competitively selected vendor for the 
administration of the 2017 Pennsylvania Youth Survey (PAYS).  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner King. 
 
• Pennsylvania State University, “2017 Pennsylvania Youth Survey (PAYS)” –  

2016/17-VP-PS-27266 
$683,107 
 

Commissioner Delaney asked if the survey is currently administered in the school district of 
Philadelphia.  Commissioner Anderson responded that it is not; however, there have been discussions 
over the past several years and he is cautiously optimistic that someday it will happen.  There is 
another survey that Philadelphia uses that they consider important.  Commissioner Aguilar said the 
Department of Health (DOH) conducts the survey in the Philadelphia schools and they are willing to 
share that data.  There are opportunities for some good synergy between the two surveys.  
Commissioner Jones thanked the Commission for the work they do and also challenged them to do 
more, particularly for Philadelphia. 

 
With no further discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  
The motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, 
Steele, Storm, Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro 
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The next item on the agenda was the Children’s Advocacy Center Advisory Committee Report.

 

  
Commissioner Heckler said CACAC met on August 2, 2016.  The Committee approved a funding plan 
for up to $2.3 million of the birth certificate funds from Act 28 to support 31 National Children’s Alliance 
(NCA) member CACs and satellites, eight developing CACs and Multidisciplinary Investigative Teams 
(MDITs), and the Pennsylvania Chapter of CACs and MDITs.  The Committee heard an update from the 
Prevention Research Subcommittee, which is beginning to narrow the focus of its efforts on the 
development of a framework for a comprehensive approach to child sexual abuse prevention.  The goal is 
to release a funding announcement in January 2017 for pilot counties to implement evidence-based, 
sexual abuse prevention programming targeted at parents, schools, and communities.  If the efforts are 
successful they can serve as a model not only for other counties in Pennsylvania, but nationally as well.  
The DHS Office of Children, Youth, and Families (OCYF) has transferred $242,607 in federal Children’s 
Justice Act funds to PCCD in order to develop MDITs in 17 counties whose current MDIT status is 
unknown.  PCCD will transfer these funds to the Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute (PDAI) to 
award up to $14,000 per county to support the initiative.   

1. Commissioner Heckler made a motion for the approval of six (6) initial applications requesting up to 
$145,626 in state Endowment Act funds to support the training of persons who treat victims of child 
sexual abuse.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jones. 
 
• Allegheny County, “MAYA Organization” – 2015-EA-5B-27221 

$11,646 
• Blair County, “Central PA Behavioral Health Collaborative, Inc.” – 2015-EA-5B-27211 

$19,165 
• Cambria County, “Cambria County Child Advocacy Center” – 2015-EA-5B-27213 

$49,766 
• Crawford County, “Parkside Psychological Associates, LLC” – 2015-EA-5B-27204 

$38,644 
• Erie County, “Crime Victims Center of Erie County, Inc.” – 2015-EA-5B-27167 

$20,475 
• Lawrence County, “CAC of Lawrence County” – 2015-EA-5B-27202 

$5,930 
  
With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Marion, Marsico, 
McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, Steele, Storm, 
Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro, Commissioner Lavery 

 
Next on the agenda was the Mental Health and Justice Advisory Committee (MHJAC) Report.  
Commissioner Zottola said the Committee met on August 9, 2016.  He noted that:  Jessica Penn Shires 
from the DHS Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS) updated the 
Committee on the statewide forensic services strategy; Maureen McManus gave the Committee an update 
on the Lehigh Country Pretrial Model, which is in the initial stage; and Paul Turcotte from the Bureau of 
Autism Services updated the Committee on the Bureau’s statewide training initiative.  He noted that the 
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Bureau is working on short videos to show the correct way for justice practitioners to interact with 
individuals on the autism spectrum. 
 
The Bureau of Training Services Report

 

 was next on the agenda. Mr. Merwine said there are no action 
items for the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff Education and Training Board, however there are two action 
items for the Constables’ Education and Training Board. 

1. Commissioner Vereb made a motion for the approval and implementation of the Constables’ 
Education and Training Board’s Firearms Certification Policy.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Damiani. 
 
With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, 
Steele, Storm, Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro 

 
2. Commissioner Damiani made a motion for the approval of the Constables’ Education and Training 

Board’s Act 49 Constable Training Grievance Process Policy Statement.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Zottola. 
 
With no discussion or public comment on the motion, Chairman Shapiro called for a vote.  The 
motion carried with the Commissioners voting as noted: 
 
Voting Aye: Commissioner Anderson, Aguilar, Bergstrom, Blocker, Bowes, Damiani, 

Delaney, Dunn, Heckler, Jones, King, Kolansky, Kolar, Lavery, Marion, 
Marsico, McConnell, Michalik, Mulvey, Onama, Rieland, Rumburg, Ryan, 
Steele, Storm, Turner, Vereb, Vulakovich, Ward, Wolf, Zapp, Zottola 

 
Voting Nay: None 
 
Abstaining:  Chairman Shapiro 

 
Chairman Shapiro asked if there is any Other Business.  Commissioner Damiani noted that the City of 
Chester now has the designation of having the highest homicide rate as well as the highest rate of 
unsolved homicides in the country.  It is a small city of only 32,000 and is often overlooked because of its 
size.  Commissioner Damiani asked if there is anything that PCCD can do for the city of Chester.  
Commissioner Turner asked if best practices could be identified across the Commonwealth or across the 
nation that have been employed by urban communities to bring themselves back.  The situation is more 
about economics and education than just crime for crime’s sake.  Children in the city of Chester 
experience trauma on a near-daily basis and are expected to go about their daily lives with no 
interventions or assistance.  Commissioner Dunn said the Washington Post published an article that 
morning on the initiatives the District has put in place to target the same type of issues.  Chairman 
Shapiro said PCCD would be happy to send Mr. Myers and a team to the city of Chester to sit down and 
listen to what the mayor and council believe they need and try to match that up with available funds.  
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Commissioners Damiani and Turner will be kept in the loop as this develops.  Commissioner Dunn asked 
for PBPP to also be included in this effort, and Commissioner Storm asked for victims to be represented 
as well.  Commissioner Vereb said it is paramount for PCCD to work in conjunction with the leadership 
in Philadelphia, the city of Chester, and other urban areas to find solutions to these issues.  Elected 
officials in these communities can help break down barriers so they can learn about what is working in 
other parts of the state.  Commissioner Aguilar said from a public health perspective there are certain 
elements known as the social determinants of health: education, income and infrastructure.  DOH is trying 
to tackle those issues from a health promotion perspective, and Commissioner Aguilar would like to be 
involved in this effort as well.  Commissioner Anderson said the kids who experience trauma on a regular 
basis as described by Commissioner Turner are the kids most at-risk of school failure, delinquency, and 
ending up in the prison system, and then returning to the community.  This is a public health issue, and 
PCCD has to help empower the community and their community leaders to identify the most critical 
issues so they can develop the solutions that make sense to them.  Chairman Shapiro said the Commission 
will be updated after the meeting is held. 
 
Chairman Shapiro asked if there was anyone present at the meeting who would like to make a public 
comment during the Public Voice

 

 portion of the meeting.  No one stepped forward to exercise their rights 
under the Sunshine Law. 

The next Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at the 
PCCD Offices. 
 
Commissioner Vereb made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Commissioner Damiani.  The 
motion carried unanimously and the meeting concluded at 11:30 a.m. 
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