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 When you see this image. 

 Get your phones out.

 Copy the text on the screen OR add your own 

wording.

 Add/Tag me and others in the conversation. 

 #EducationOverIncarceration

 #FromPrisonCellsToPhD

 #CenteringVoicesFIP

 Share on social media
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Social Media Check-In

Facebook: From Prions Cells to PhD
IG & Twitter: 
@Prof_Andrisse @Prison2Pro
FB & LinkedIn: Stan Andrisse

NOTE: These slides are not being made available. Please take notes. My intellectual 
property is not free. Textbooks on this material run in the $100s.
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1. Revolutionary War (Slavery)

2. Civil War (Reconstruction & Jim Crow)

3. New Deal, WWI/II (Jim Crow & Segregation & FHA)

4. Civil Rights, Vietnam (Segregation & Wealth Gap)

5. Desert Storm, Iraq War, Present Day ???
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 Blacks born in middle class withdrew to poverty at 3x that of whites.
 Blacks making $100k live with whites making $30k (FHA predatory lending)
 https://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/legacy/uploadedfiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/reports/economic_mobility/pewsharkeyv

12pdf.pdf

 Daniel Patrick Moynihan (1970s). Black experience is like a diseased 
patient. Caught up in web of pathology. "The Negro family“
 Suggested social aid, but Nixon suggested mass incarceration of primarily black 

people. 1970 to present (7x) 300k to 2.2 million
 https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/10/the-black-family-in-the-age-of-mass-incarceration/403246/

 Blacks w/o conviction have more difficulty getting a job than whites w/ 
conviction. 
 Robert Sampson & Devah Pager, Harvard sociologists. Compound deprivation.
 https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/pager/files/annals_sequencingdisadvantage.pdf

 Whites entangled in the system are caught in a web that was not intended 
for them. 
 The creators of the system say, “tough luck, at least you’re still white.”
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https://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/legacy/uploadedfiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/reports/economic_mobility/pewsharkeyv12pdf.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/10/the-black-family-in-the-age-of-mass-incarceration/403246/
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/pager/files/annals_sequencingdisadvantage.pdf
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Mass Incarceration (US)
2.2 million people
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https://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Laying-the-Groundwork_Feb2020.pdf


HOW DID WE GET HERE?
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We must understand where we came from to 
understand where we are going. 



 Between 1525 and 1866, 12.5 million people were 
kidnapped from Africa in the transatlantic slave 
trade. 
 Only 10.7 million survived the two-month journey. 

 Comprehending the scale of this forced migration is daunting

How American society remembers and teaches the 
horrors of slavery is crucial. 
 Many textbooks offer a sanitized view of this history, 

 Focusing solely on “positive” stories about black leaders 
like Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass.

 In the decade prior, American taxpayers contributed $40 
million to the maintenance of Confederate monuments

April 13, 2021 11https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/158-resources-understanding-systemic-
racism-america-180975029/

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/massive-new-database-connect-billions-historic-records-tell-full-story-american-slavery-180973721/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/few-artifacts-transatlantic-slave-trade-exist-iron-blocks-tell-gut-wrenching-story-180959803/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/slavery-taught-shortcomings-history-180968061/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/true-story-harriet-tubman-movie-180973413/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/frederick-douglass
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/senator-speaks-out-against-confederate-monuments-1910-180965299/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/158-resources-understanding-systemic-racism-america-180975029/


 Racial, economic and educational disparities are deeply entrenched 
in U.S. institutions.

 Overt discriminatory policies:

 Poll taxes that disenfranchised Black voters; 

 Marginalization of Black soldiers who in WWI and WWII;

 Black innovators barred from filing patents; 

 White medical professionals’ exploitation of black women’s 
bodies (see Henrietta Lacks and J. Marion Sims);

 The Loving’s decade-long fight for interracial marriage;

 The Jim Crow era & segregation of American cities
and schools.

 The Little Rock Nine—selected to attend the formerly all-white 
academy after Brown v. Board of Education —were subjected 
to daily verbal and physical assaults. April 13, 2021 12

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/recalling-era-when-color-your-skin-meant-you-paid-vote-180958469/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/double-victory
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-world-war-i-planted-seeds-civil-rights-movement-180974039/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/why-african-american-soldiers-saw-world-war-ii-two-front-battle-180964616/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/with-patents-or-without-black-inventors-reshaped-american-industry-180962201/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/with-patents-or-without-black-inventors-reshaped-american-industry-180962201/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/henrietta-lacks-immortal-cells-6421299/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/father-abdominal-surgery-practiced-enslaved-women-180967589/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/when-serendipitously-named-lovings-fell-love-their-world-fell-apart-180961558/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/when-serendipitously-named-lovings-fell-love-their-world-fell-apart-180961558/
https://americanhistory.si.edu/brown/history/1-segregated/jim-crow.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-federal-government-intentionally-racially-segregated-american-cities-180963494/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/youngest-little-rock-nine-speaks-about-holding-onto-history-180964732/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/youngest-little-rock-nine-speaks-about-holding-onto-history-180964732/
https://americanhistory.si.edu/brown/history/index.html


 Beyond enslavement, exploitation and inequality, Blacks have long 
been the targets of racially charged physical violence. 

 Equal Justice Initiative states more than 4,400 lynchings took place in 
the U.S. between the end of Reconstruction and WWII.

 Senate ONLY passed legislation declaring lynching a federal crime 
in 2018. 

 Between 1918 and 2018, more than 200 anti-lynching bills failed.

 Opelousas, Louisiana in September 1868: 250 deaths of black lives

 Colfax Massacre in April 1873: 150 black lives killed

 During the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921, mobs destroyed 40 blocks 
of an area known as "Black Wall Street.“

 East St. Louis Race War of 1917: 50-100 black lives killed. 

 1955 murder of 14-yo Emmett Till, accused of whistling at a white 
woman while, he was kidnapped, tortured and killed.
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https://eji.org/about-eji
https://eji.org/reports/lynching-in-america/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/after-200-failed-attempts-us-has-made-lynching-federal-crime-180971092/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/story-deadliest-massacre-reconstruction-era-louisiana-180970420/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/1873-colfax-massacre-crippled-reconstruction-180958746/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/east-st-louis-race-riot-left-dozens-dead-devastating-community-on-the-rise-180963885/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/emmett-tills-death-inspired-movement
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Now that we have a collective understanding of where 
we came from … where we are going. 
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 A 2013 meta-analysis study by Rand Corporation found that:
 Obtaining higher education reduced recidivism by 43%.

 13% AA, 5% BA, less than 1% MA

 Was 4-5x LESS costly than reincarcerating that person. 

 Thus, education helps the individual and cost society less. 

 Education provides opportunities for people to move beyond 
their experiences with the system and reach their full 
potentials. 
 Furthering one’s education is not only healthy to the 

individuals but to their families and the community.
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR266.html

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR266.html
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 Roughly 90% of general 
public has GED or higher
 Compared to nearly 75% 

of formerly incarcerated

 1.2x difference

 Nearly 30% of general 
public has college degree
 Compared to less than 4% 

of formerly incarcerated

 8.5x difference

 Where does our focus 
need to be?
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https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/education.html

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/education.html


 The general public have a 
1 in 3 chance of attaining a 
college degree.

 A formerly incarcerated 
person’s chances are 
less than 1 in 20.

 There is a LOT of work 
to be done
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https://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Laying-the-Groundwork_Feb2020.pdf

https://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Laying-the-Groundwork_Feb2020.pdf
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Social Media 
Check-In
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 Promoting higher degree attainment.

 Smooth transitions from in prison to outside campus programs.

 Promoting degree attainment outside of the social sciences and humanities. 

 Building coalitions and utilizing success stories to address licensure barriers. 

 Moving to a model where the student can pursue their innate passions.
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Social Media 
Check-In



 Chemical Engineer (tissue regeneration)

 Astrophysicist

 Nurse Anesthetist 

 Several Scholars working on MDs

 Multiple Scholars working on PhDs
 Mass Spectrometry

 Nursing

 Psychology

 Counseling (EdD)

 Education (EdD)
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http://www.aei.org/publication/the-importance-of-the-company-you-keep-the-effectiveness-of-social-support-
interventions-for-prisoners/

Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD)

http://www.aei.org/publication/the-importance-of-the-company-you-keep-the-effectiveness-of-social-support-interventions-for-prisoners/
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