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Upcoming Events 
· WebEx Online Trainings Available
Compensation Related: Basic Compensation and much more! 
Credits towards VOCA/RASA/VOJO training requirements are available for all sessions (unless indicated otherwise in the session description).  To receive training credits:  1) you must be logged into the session and 2) the WebEx application must be on your computer for the entire duration of the session.  As the OVS recognizes that emergencies may arise and you may not be able to attend the entire session, there is no prohibition against attending part of a session (although training credits will not be given in that instance).
Return to top 
[bookmark: _Victim_Restitution_Matters:][bookmark: _Stimulus_Checks_Could]Stimulus Checks Could Change Survivors’ Lives

For survivors, stimulus payments aren’t just what they need to weather a pandemic. They can be a pathway out of abuse.  What happens when abusers withhold stimulus checks from their victims?  ‘It basically perpetuates the abuse,’ one expert said. 

Please click here to read more.
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[bookmark: _When_Protective_Orders]When Protective Orders Don’t Protect

The lack of firearms restrictions in many states in domestic violence cases is addressed in this article. 

Please click here to read.
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[bookmark: _Alexandria_Ocasio-Cortez_Reveals]Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Reveals She’s A Sexual Assault Survivor

The congresswoman said she was sharing her experiences to show how survivors can be harmed by both their experiences of abuse and others’ denials of them. Experts say Ocasio-Cortez’s explicit language around trauma may help facilitate other women’s healing.

Please click here to read more.

Return to top 
[bookmark: _Lessons_Learned_From]Lessons Learned From The Field: Maintaining Victim Services During The COVID-19 Pandemic

 Please click here to view a virtual discussion Presented by the National District Attorneys Association and CAN about lessons learned about maintaining victim services amidst the current conditions.
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[bookmark: _Pandemic,_Social_Unrest]Pandemic, Social Unrest And Crime In U.S. Cities 2020 Year-End Update

The Council on Criminal Justice, its National Commission on COVID-19 and Criminal Justice, and Arnold Ventures just released its year-end Impact Report: COVID-19 and Crime, “Pandemic, Social Unrest and Crime in U.S. Cities.” 
Please click here to read.
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[bookmark: _Human_Trafficking_Action]Human Trafficking Action Research Toolkit

OVC Training and Technical Assistance Center just released its “Human Trafficking Action Research Toolkit,” which features great strategic planning and logic model strategies that strengthen programs and partnerships.

Please click here to read.
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[bookmark: _McKinsey_Paying_$573M]McKinsey Paying $573M in Opioid Deal

McKinsey & Co. reached a $573 million settlement with states over its work advising OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma LP and other drug manufacturers to market opioid painkillers.

Please click here to read more.
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[bookmark: _Brooklyn_DA_Dismisses]Brooklyn DA Dismisses Prostitution-Related Warrants

Brooklyn District Attorney Eric Gonzalez announced Friday that his office had moved to vacate 262 warrants stemming from prostitution charges, which his office no longer prosecutes.

Please click here to read more.
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[bookmark: _Life_After_the]Life After the Gunshot

In 2017, the PATIENTS Program at the University of Maryland School of Pharmacy funded study led by University of Maryland Professor, Dr. Joseph Richardson, to qualitatively understand how young Black male survivors of violent firearm-related injuries treated at the University of Maryland Prince George’s Hospital Trauma Center coped with their recovery, specifically the traumatic stress associated with gun violence and violent injury. Please click here to read more.
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[bookmark: _Preventing_Teen_Dating]Preventing Teen Dating Violence

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention created a fact sheet focused on preventing teen dating violence. Please click here to review. 
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[bookmark: _Resources_for_COVID-19]Resources for COVID-19 Response

NSVRC continues to share information and tools to support the critical role of partners and online community.  Please click here to read about some key resources and recommendations on COVID-19 as it relates to the work to end sexual harassment, abuse, and assault. 


Return to top 
[bookmark: _What_Do_The]What Do The Data Reveal About Violence In Schools

National Institute of Justice study has new data related to violence in schools Please click here to read.
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[bookmark: _National_Gun_Violence]National Gun Violence Survivor Week Toolkit

The 3rd Annual National Gun Violence Survivor Week was the first week in February.  A Toolkit was released and its resources are applicable year-round. Please click here to access.
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[bookmark: _Myths,_Facts,_and]Myths, Facts, and Statistics

Human trafficking is complex and dynamic. It is widespread but exact numbers are hard to come by. It follows patterns, but every situation is also unique. There is so much more to learn, and so much misinformation already out there. Please click here to read what we really know.

Return to top
[bookmark: _Traumatic_Brain_Injury]Traumatic Brain Injury And Domestic Violence: What Are The Connections? 


We know that domestic violence is a pattern of abuse and that victims are experience repeated instances of physical, mental, emotional, psychological and spiritual violence. Traumatic brain injuries are often the result of repeated physical abuse and are cumulative and not unlike those experienced by athletes who have had multiple concussions. This important webinar will discuss the intersection of domestic violence and traumatic brain injury (TBI), strategies for advocates, the importance of trauma-informed approaches and provide valuable resources to strengthen our advocacy and understanding TBI effects. REGISTER
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[bookmark: _Just_Exits:_Achieving]Just Exits: Achieving Justice: The Prosecutor’s Role

The criminal justice system can serve as both an on-ramp to an-off ramp from sex trafficking and exploitation. As gatekeepers within the criminal justice system, prosecutors are uniquely positioned to identify sexually exploited women and girls, make fair charging decisions, facilitate criminal record relief, and link survivors with services and support. In these ways, prosecutors can clear the way to a different life path and achieve justice for survivors. Please click here to watch a webinar where presenters discuss strategies for engaging survivors, avoiding wrongful criminalization, and providing access to just criminal record relief. 
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[bookmark: _Accessing_Victims_Of]Accessing Victims Of Human Trafficking In The Protection Order Process: Challenges And Options 

Human trafficking victims often experience several forms of abuse, such as domestic violence and sexual assault. These survivors may be afraid to disclose information to obtain relevant legal assistance, thereby remaining vulnerable to traffickers.  To address this issue, attorneys must have the knowledge and tools to understand human trafficking, identify victims, and recognize the legal needs of these survivors. Please click here to watch a webinar that examines the complexities of human trafficking and the challenges survivors face when deciding whether or not to obtain a protection order.
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HAVIN is sponsoring the following 2 free virtual trainings.  Questions? Email Jen Wingard at jwingard@havinpa.org
To register, click on the dates below

Friday February 19, 2021     
Stalking: and its Relationship to Intimate Partner Violence
Sex Offenders

Friday February 26, 2021
Implicit Bias & Applied Intersectionality
Every Day, Every Town: Lifting the Veil on Human Sex Trafficking

There is reimbursement for Armstrong County Law Enforcement. 

Return to top
Clery Center Trainings

The Clery Center is offering some great, free virtual training programs, “Beyond the Basics,” that can strengthen your understanding and implementation of the Clery Act, with upcoming sessions

February 24, 2021
Beyond the Basics: Reading the Regs Part I

April 14, 2021
Beyond the Basics: Reading the Regs Part II
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	[bookmark: _Sustaining_Your_Program's]


[bookmark: _New!_Effective_Strategies][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_2]Victims Compensation Assistance Program Online Trainings  

           The following trainings will be held on February 24, 2021.  
· Crime Scene Cleanup Expenses Clinic - 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk26967539]Myths of Compensation - 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

The following trainings will be held on March 3, 2021.  
· Stolen Benefit Cash Expenses Clinic - 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
· Medical Expenses Clinic - 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

The following trainings will be held on March 10, 2021.  
· Relocation Expenses Clinic - 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
· Loss of Earnings Clinic - 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

The following training will be held on March 17, 2021.  
· Basic Compensation - 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

The following trainings will be held on March 24, 2021.  
· Loss of Support Clinic - 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
· Counseling Expenses Clinic - 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.



       All trainings count towards 1 hour of the required RASA/VOCA/VOJO training hours, except Basic Compensation which counts towards 2 and DAVE training which counts towards 2.15.


 Please click here to register
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PCCD’s Office of Victims’ Services (OVS) offers its Pennsylvania Victim Services Training (PVST) Online Learning Management System to fill a need for easily accessible, high-quality, free training for victim advocates at PCCD-funded programs. PVST courses count for PCCD training hours and courses can be taken as the learner’s schedule permits. The PVST also keeps a record of a user’s course completion and credit hours earned.  The courses on the PVST are designed to complement, reinforce and enhance the PCCD Foundational Academy and the online offerings on the learning management systems operated by PCADV, PCAR and the Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association.

The PVST is resource center for PCCD funded programs and allied professionals whose work brings them into contact with crime victim populations to receive free, quality, and easily accessible training. The training is Pennsylvania-specific, web based, and can be taken on the student’s own timeframe. There are currently 24 approved programs, totaling 48 hours of training, on the PVST.  
To access the PVST, please click here. The registration code is 7223.
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[bookmark: _Your_Safe_Haven]Your Safe Haven Inc (Bedford County) – Employment Opportunity

Your Safe Haven Inc is a private non-profit comprehensive crime victims center seeking a highly motivated Executive Director. 

Please click here for a complete job description and more details. 
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[bookmark: _Crisis_Shelter_–]Crisis Shelter – Employment Opportunities

Since 1981 the Crisis Shelter of Lawrence County has been the community’s response to violence and abuse, serving victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Other Serious Crimes and Older Victims of Any Crime, as well as services to Human Trafficking victims, while also working to prevent violence and abuse through prevention education, intervention training and public awareness.

Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _Safe_Berks_–]Safe Berks – Employment Opportunities

Safe Berks provides safe haven and support to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. Our advocacy and education programs increase awareness of oppression and promote the prevention of domestic violence and sexual assault.
Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _Transitions_of_PA_2]Transitions of PA – Employment Opportunities

Transitions of PA is a nonprofit organization serving victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and other serious crimes in Union, Snyder, and Northumberland Counties. Established in 1976, Transitions provides prevention education, professional training, legal advocacy, civil legal assistance, counseling, and shelter. 

Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _YMCA_–_Employment][bookmark: _YWCA_–_Employment]YWCA – Employment Opportunities

The YWCA Greater Harrisburg is dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women and promoting peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all.

Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _The_Crime_Victims']The Crime Victims' Center of Chester County – Employment Opportunities

The Crime Victims’ Center of Chester County, Inc. (CVC) is a private, community-based, non-profit 501(c)(3) comprehensive victim services agency. CVC is the designated provider of services to sexual violence victims for Chester County, however we serve victims of all types of crime including domestic violence.

Please click here to view current job opportunities.  Interested candidates can email their resume to ChristineZ@cvcofcc.org.  
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[bookmark: _Job_Openings_In_1][bookmark: _Crisis_Center_North]Crisis Center North – Employment Opportunities


Crisis Center North is a counseling and resource center that provides services to victims of domestic violence and their loved ones in northern and western Allegheny County via counseling, therapy, case management, legal and medical advocacy and economic empowerment services. In addition, the Center provides community trainings on topics related to intimate partner violence and teen dating violence, as well as prevention education programming to local schools.

Please click here to view current job opportunities. 
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[bookmark: _Transitions_of_PA_1][bookmark: _Crime_Victims_Center]Crime Victims Center Of Fayette County – Employment Opportunities

Crime Victims Center of Fayette County is a private non-profit corporation founded in 1975. Originally known as the Women's Resource Center, our agency has expanded its services to become a comprehensive center to include all victims of violent crimes.

Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _Neighborhood_Legal_Services]Neighborhood Legal Services – Employment Opportunities

NLS secures justice and resolves fundamental legal problems for those who are low-income and vulnerable in Allegheny, Beaver, Butler, and Lawrence Counties by providing high-quality legal services and community legal education.  Founded in 1966, NLS has provided civil legal aid to more than 1.2 million of our low-income neighbors in need of legal assistance.

Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _Havin_–_Employment][bookmark: _Nationalities_Service_Center]Nationalities Service Center – Employment Opportunities

Nationalities Service Center (NSC) serves more than 5,000 immigrants and refugees each year from over 110 countries.  We provide comprehensive services in immigration law matters, community transition and integration, access to health and wellness, language access and proficiency, and job readiness training for immigrants and refugees. NSC’s mission is to welcome and empower immigrants to thrive in our communities and pursue a just future.  Our vision is that all immigrants achieve a life of safety and stability, sustainable opportunities, and meaningful community connections.  

Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _Turning_Point_Of]Turning Point Of Lehigh Valley – Employment Opportunities

Turning Point of Lehigh Valley is expanding its team! We are a non-profit working to eliminate domestic and intimate partner abuse in the Lehigh Valley.

Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _Domestic_Violence_Service]Domestic Violence Service Center – Employment Opportunity

Change the world in real time ...

Please click here to view current job opportunities.


Return to top
[bookmark: _A_Woman’s_Place_1]A Woman’s Place – Employment Opportunities

A Woman’s Place (AWP), a community-based social change organization serving victims of domestic violence, currently has open employment opportunities. 

Please click here to view current job opportunities.
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[bookmark: _Network_of_Victim]Network Of Victim Assistance – Employment Opportunities

Network of Victim Assistance (NOVA) is a nonprofit organization serving victims of sexual assault and other crimes. Located in Bucks County, PA, NOVA is the comprehensive victim services organization in Bucks County.  With a 45-year history, NOVA has expanded to include a continuum of prevention and direct services to prevent and address the needs of victims of sexual abuse and other serious crimes.  NOVA is known across many disciplines and the community at large for its exceptional services and professionalism.  With a 4.5-million-dollar operating budget, NOVA continues to grow.  As a mature and fiscally sound organization, establishing sustainability is key to our future success -- serving all victims who need services, educating the community at large on violence prevention in our community, and providing top-ranked professional trainings.   

Please click here to view current job opportunities
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[bookmark: _Meeting_The_Needs_1][bookmark: _NEW!_Evidence_Is][bookmark: _Evidence_Is_Power][bookmark: _Medicaid_–_What][bookmark: _Internet_Safety_Back][bookmark: _NEW!_OJJDP_Announces][bookmark: _NEW!_Suicide_Prevention][bookmark: _NEW!_Victim_Services][bookmark: _Victim_Services_For][bookmark: _NEW!_When_Home][bookmark: _When_Home_Hurts][bookmark: _National_Prevention_Town][bookmark: _NEW!_Identifying,_Investigating,][bookmark: _Identifying,_Investigating,_And][bookmark: _NEW!_HAVIN_Presents:_1][bookmark: _HAVIN_Presents:_Lt.][bookmark: _Increasing_Access_To][bookmark: _NOVA’s_Virtual_46th][bookmark: _The_Safety_Net][bookmark: _UPDATE:_Topical_Training][bookmark: _Training_Announcement:_Generational_1][bookmark: _Online_CLE_Training:_1][bookmark: _SAVE_THE_DATE:_8][bookmark: _Fifth_Annual_Southeastern][bookmark: _2020_Freedom_Network_1][bookmark: _Important_Information_For_1][bookmark: _2020_Foundational_Academies][bookmark: _SAVE_THE_DATE:_24][bookmark: _UPDATED!_SAVE_THE][bookmark: _SAVE_THE_DATE:_23][bookmark: _Upcoming_Webinars_From][bookmark: _2020_National_Training][bookmark: _SAVE_THE_DATE:_20][bookmark: _Safe_Schools_Conference]
If your program is offering new or extended services, or implementing new initiatives that you would like to highlight, please submit your news article to Lea Dorsey at ledorsey@pa.gov.  
 
[bookmark: _PCADV_Launches_New][bookmark: _Congratulations_and_Best][bookmark: _Victim_Witness_Advocate][bookmark: _Social_Worker_2][bookmark: _The_Healing_Power][bookmark: _Apply_Now:_Promoting][bookmark: _Reaching_Victims_Monthly][bookmark: _Victim_Services_Coordinator][bookmark: _OVC_Grant_Funds][bookmark: _Center_for_Victims][bookmark: _2018_National_Crime_1][bookmark: _KCIT’s_Community_Crisis_1][bookmark: _Combating_Witness_Intimidation_1][bookmark: _Scholarships_Available_For_4][bookmark: _Save_The_Date:][bookmark: _Save_The_Date:_1][bookmark: _Save_The_Date:_3][bookmark: _Landmark_Report_By][bookmark: _FBI:_Hate_Crime][bookmark: _“Changing_Minds”:_A][bookmark: _A_Healing_Journey][bookmark: _#NotSilentBecause:_BSU_Students][bookmark: _Panel:_Human_Trafficking][bookmark: _December_Webinars_Hosted][bookmark: _Amelia_Smulktis_Presents][bookmark: _Special_Topics_In][bookmark: _Webinars_From_The_1][bookmark: _National_Census_Of_2][bookmark: _Human_Trafficking_Survivors_1][bookmark: _My_Husband_Never_1][bookmark: _Impossible_Choices:_Teens_1][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner_–][bookmark: _The_Darker_Side_2][bookmark: _Domestic_Violence_Evidence][bookmark: _Training_Announcement:_Pennsylvania_2][bookmark: _National_Campus_Safety][bookmark: _New_Mass_Violence][bookmark: _Exciting_New_Trainings][bookmark: _Keystone_Crisis_Intervention_3][bookmark: _Violence_Reduction_Clearinghouse:][bookmark: _Human_Trafficking_–][bookmark: _In_Bid_To][bookmark: _Understanding_The_Intersection][bookmark: _Webinars_From_The][bookmark: _National_Census_Of_1][bookmark: _Human_Trafficking_Survivors][bookmark: _My_Husband_Never][bookmark: _Impossible_Choices:_Teens][bookmark: _Bureau_Of_Justice][bookmark: _Preventing_Domestic_Violence][bookmark: _New_Pew_Survey_1][bookmark: _Pretrial_Policy:_What][bookmark: _Scholarships_Available_for][bookmark: _The_Center_for][bookmark: _Discretionary_Grant_Opportunities_1][bookmark: _The_Crime_Victims_1][bookmark: _Regional_ETO_User][bookmark: _Human_Trafficking_Training_1][bookmark: _VCAP_Update_Webinar][bookmark: _Reviewers_Needed_For][bookmark: _VOCA_16-19_Competitive][bookmark: _Submissions_are_now][bookmark: _VOCA_Funding][bookmark: _VCAP_Updates_–][bookmark: _Message_from_Lynn][bookmark: _Release_of_VOCA][bookmark: _2016_Pathways_Conference_1][bookmark: _2016_Pathways_Conference][bookmark: _COMPENSATION_CORNER:__1][bookmark: _REMINDER:__Reporting][bookmark: _Reminder_to_all][bookmark: _DAVE_Access_for][bookmark: _VOCA_Funding_Process][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance][bookmark: _STOP_Grant_Annual][bookmark: _2016_Pennsylvania_District_1][bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services][bookmark: _24th_Annual_Crime][bookmark: _OVA_Crime_Victims'][bookmark: _OVS_Releases_2016_1][bookmark: _VCAP_Updates_–_1][bookmark: _Victims_Compensation_Assistance_1][bookmark: _Compensation_Corner][bookmark: _PDAI_Victim_Services_3][bookmark: _PCADV:_40th_Anniversary][bookmark: _The_Darker_Side_1][bookmark: _The_Darker_Side][bookmark: _Registration_Open_For][bookmark: _Keystone_Crisis_Intervention_2][bookmark: _Keystone_Crisis_Intervention][bookmark: _New_Pew_Survey][bookmark: _Introducing_The_New][bookmark: _Recognizing_Sheriffs’_Offices_2][bookmark: _Pretrial_Police:_What][bookmark: _Understanding_Cyber​bullying:_Devel][bookmark: _OVC_Training_and][bookmark: _Reimagining_Workplace_Safety][bookmark: _7_Ways_To][bookmark: _National_Census_of][bookmark: _Scholarships_Available_for_3][bookmark: _Building_Emotional_Intelligence:][bookmark: _Reporting_On_Sexual][bookmark: _Youth_Involvement_In][bookmark: _Sexual_Violence_Against][bookmark: _The_Office_For][bookmark: _Are_You_The][bookmark: _“Red_Zone”_Awareness][bookmark: _The_next_OVS_1]The next OVS Newsletter will be published on Wednesday, February 24, 2021.  If you would like any training events, fundraisers, or notable news published in this newsletter, please submit them to Lea Dorsey at ledorsey@pa.gov  by Wednesday, February 17, 2021.  

[bookmark: _Hlk3189336][bookmark: _Hlk535909800]You have signed up to receive the OVS Newsletter from the Office of Victims' Services.  This newsletter will be sent to you on a biweekly basis via email.  If your email address changes or you would like to be removed from the OVS Newsletter distribution list, please contact Lea Dorsey at (717) 265-8733 or via email at ledorsey@pa.gov.    
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